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The Journey of a Fine Scots Boy
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From the Chairman

“This, then, is how you ought to regard us:
as servants of Christ and as those entrusted
with the mysteries God has revealed.

Now it is required that those who have

been given a trust must prove faithful.”

(1 Corinthians 4:1-2)

Our current age has rediscovered an old word. Company
annual reports now speak of the ‘stewardship’ of capital,

of land and of climate, and directors are told they are
custodians rather than owners, accountable to those who
will come after them. The idea has real force. It asks us to
hold lightly what is in our hands, to think beyond our present
circumstances or self-interest, and to measure success not
by what we accumulate but by what we pass on in good order
and in good faith. It is a humble and worthy posture, and a
welcome corrective to an age that prizes personal wealth and
individual success.

The Scots College has been held in trust in just this way
since 1893. Each generation of staff, families and Council
has received the College from those before them, given into
their care, and laboured to hand it on stronger. What matters
most in that care is not what can be seen or counted, but the
boys themselves, and the purpose entrusted to our keeping.
The financial strength of the College and the generosity of its
community are not ours to spend as we please; they are to be
tended faithfully for generations of students yet to come.

In this edition of The Lion & Lang Syne you will read of

that trust at work: in the achievements of our boys, in the
dedication of the Principal, Executive and staff, and in the
partnerships that carry the College outward. We are grateful
for every hand that has kept faith with this inheritance, and for
a community that continues to strive for excellence together.

Yet stewardship, rightly understood, runs deeper than legacy.
The world’s version stops at the generations who follow us.
The Christian conviction is more profound: the boys belong to
God, the College belongs to God, and we are trustees of what
He has made and entrusted to us for a season. This shapes
everything about how we hold our responsibility, because we,
as a College Council, will give an account not to history but to
God. We hold the College, then, not as owners, nor merely as
custodians for the next generation, but as servants of Christ,
to whom the boys, the College and we ourselves belong. It is
required of stewards that they prove faithful; it is our prayer
that we will be found so.

Reverend Glen Pather
Chairman of the College Council

‘ ‘ We are grateful for every hand that has kept faith with this
inheritance, and for a community that continues to strive for

excellence together.

The Lion & Lang Syne | Winter 2026 1



From the Principal

At the very start of 2026, | shared with
Senior boys that the focus for this
academic year is ‘growth’ — personally

and collectively. We need a plan to grow
and improve. We need clear direction,
decision-making, accountability and goals.

When | spoke to them, | suggested that you can approach a
new year with one of two attitudes — play to play or play to
win. Playing to play usually translates to being happy just
doing what we have always done. Such an attitude leads to
aresistance to get outside one’s comfort zone and take a
brave and bold approach. Playing to win is a totally different
mindset — it says, get focused, get clear goals, be relentless,
and play hard. The start of a new year is a good time to help
boys to set goals, remove distractions and improve their
work ethic.

Beyond the College’s boundaries, it is always heartening
when boys contribute to the community, serving people in
their own way. It may be an interest close to their heart or an

unexpected moment. They devote their time to annual events

that relate to their local neighbourhood and the national
events. It is wonderful to witness young boys flourishing
and caring about others, whetheritis in the classroom,
on campus or in the wider world. It is servant leadership
in action, and it is the College’s Brave Hearts Bold Minds
philosophy of education brought to life.

14

Our Brave Hearts Bold Minds philosophy of education
encapsulates what it means to have an adventurous spirit.

It describes someone who has curiosity, courage and an
openness to the unknown. People who try new things, explore
unfamiliar places or ideas, take sensible risks and learn from
those experiences are said to be ‘adventurous’.

Earlier this year, The Scots College’s Director of Adventure
Academy, Mr David Johnson and two former Glengarry staff
members set out from Port Welshpool, Victoria, embarking
on an extraordinary sea-kayaking journey across Bass Strait.
MrJohnson shared his experiences with students in Term 2.
Their outstanding achievement reflects their resilience, trust
in each other, an undeniable spirit of adventure and clearly
demonstrates staff leading by example.

This publication highlights the many ways staff, students
and the College community are contributing to both personal
growth and collective progress. As a College, we hope the
boys develop their Brave Hearts and Bold Minds at any stage
of their Scots journey.

Scots to the fore!

Drlan PM Lambert
Principal

It is wonderful to witness young boys flourishing and caring about
others, whether it is in the classroom, on campus or in the wider world.

2 The Scots College
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ACADEMIC JOURNEY

The Scots College has established a landmark partnership with the Human Flourishing
Program at Harvard University and Research Schools International (RSI) empowering
our community to look beyond individual metrics and embrace a more profound, holistic

approach to student experience.

The Flourishing Schools Project:
Harvard University and Scots Collaborate

By embedding a methodology for shaping and measuring
an ‘education for flourishing’, the College aims to
proactively align its educational philosophy with external
accountably benchmarks. This reflects both a commitment
to academic excellence and the intentional development of
Christian character.

Redefining Wellbeing:
Education for Flourishing

In promoting the concept of flourishing, the John L Loeb and
Frances Lehman Loeb Professor of Epidemiology at the Harvard
TH Chan School of Public Health, Professor Tyler VanderWeele,
aims to reveal the vital social, spiritual and cultural dimensions
that enable individuals to experience growth in entirely new
ways. Central to his philosophy is a clear distinction between
wellbeing and flourishing in that wellbeing concerns all aspects
of a person’s life being good as they pertain to that individual,
whereas flourishing pertains to all aspects of a person’s life
being good, including the contexts in which that person lives.

4 The Scots College

We cannot flourish alone — humanly, spiritually or
organisationally speaking. Individual success is the collective
responsibility of the group and is, perhaps, most profoundly
modelled and realised in the context of a faith education.

Building a Framework for Collective Success

Guided by this philosophy, external donor investment in this
partnership and project allowed the College to collaborate
with Professor VanderWeele and Dr Christina Hinton, to
design and deploy a bespoke structural framework for

The Scots College.

While traditional assessments effectively measure academic
outcomes, there has been a longstanding need for empirically
validated measures of character and flourishing that can

be readily implemented in schools. To bridge this gap, the
Human Flourishing Program at Harvard and RSI developed a
specialised online survey for students aged 9 to 18.

By deploying this battery of assessments, we captured a
genuinely holistic picture of student development at Scots
across five distinct dimensions:



- The Values in Action (VIA) Inventory of Strengths for Youth:
A measure that evaluates 24 distinct character strengths
across six core virtues: courage, humanity, justice,
temperance, transcendence and wisdom.

- The Adolescent Flourishing Measure: A 12-item assessment
tracking individual flourishing across critical domains,
including happiness and life satisfaction, meaning and
purpose, character and virtue, physical and mental health
and social relationships.

- The School Community Wellbeing Measure: A 20-item
assessment evaluating student perceptions of
our community.

- The Academic Flourishing Measure: An 18-item scale rating
the degree of support across cognitive and epistemic
capacities, citizenship, meaning and growth.

- Peer-Group Cohesion: Additional measures developed by
the College’s Deputy Principal — Academics, Dr Robert Loe,
during his previous work with the United Kingdom’s
Relationships Foundation, to specifically evaluate
relational connection.

A Roadmap for Targeted Impact

While we are proudly among the very first to pioneer the
newly developed measures alongside Harvard researchers,
the validated benchmarks for character and individual
flourishing give us a unique roadmap. These benchmarks
reveal exactly where our community is thriving and where we
must focus our collective efforts next to ensure every student
is supported.

The Scots College Principal, Drlan PM Lambert and the John L Loeb
and Frances Lehman Loeb Professor of Epidemiology at the Harvard
TH Chan School of Public Health, Professor Tyler VanderWeele
present at the 2025 International Boys’ Schools Coalition Annual
Conference at Belmont Hill School, Boston, USA.

The true value of this initiative will be realised in the data
returned to our educators. The report provided vital insights
into our strengths and areas for growth in supporting
students’ character skills and flourishing. By identifying
specific subgroups that are thriving and those needing
more targeted support, we can better fulfill our collective
responsibility to every student.

Looking to the Future

We are currently in discussions with Harvard to build a
network of schools across the International Boys’ School
Coalition to use this research to improve educational practice
over time. Following revision of the tools and approaches,
the second round of measurement should begin in the spring
ahead of Professor VanderWeele’s return visit to the College
next July.

Dr Rob Loe
Deputy Principal — Academics
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The College’s Head of Art and Design,

Dr Michael Whittington, recently completed
research on the intersection of contemporary
art-making and empathic development in
adolescent boys.

Dr Whittington’s PhD with the University of Newcastle and
enacted at The Scots College, reveals that visual arts education
is vital for cultivating the academic rigour, civic character and
emotional intelligence young men need to thrive.

Titled Contemporary Art Making: An Affordance of Empathic
Concern for Boys, Dr Whittington’s research has led to
speaking opportunities in Australia, Europe, Canada

and New Zealand. He has also published work in several
international journals and co-written book chapters about
online learning habits. In this article, Dr Whittington shares
aspects of his compelling research.

Cultivating Empathy in the Modern Boy

In the traditional landscape of boys’ education, the so-called
‘hard’ subjects like Science, Technology, Engineering and
Mathematics (STEM), Athletics and Debating often take centre
stage. We celebrate the logic of a code, the grit of a tackle and
the precision of proof. Meanwhile, the art room is frequently
viewed as a place for self-expression that is secondary to the
‘real’ work of preparing young men for the world.

6 The Scots College

However, recent research into the intersection of art
education, male developmental psychology and neuroscience
suggests we have it backwards. The ‘art room’ (including
performing arts and music) isn’t just a place to paint and
perform; it is a laboratory for empathy, a critical skill that
young men need now more than ever.

Measuring the Unmeasurable

The research involved a ten-week Visual Arts program

with Year 8 boys, utilising a mixed-methods approach that
combined student artworks, interviews and the Adolescent
Measure of Empathy and Sympathy survey. The results were
compelling. Boys who engaged in deep art-making processes
showed a measurable increase in both affective and cognitive
empathy. Remarkably, these students demonstrated higher
empathy levels than both their broader peer cohort and
international validation studies.

Beyond the Screen

One of the most significant findings for modern educators is
the role of materiality. In an era of digital saturation, the study
found that traditional art materials such as painting, sculpture
and drawing, fostered more profound empathic encounters
than digital-only media.

The tactile, sensory engagement required to manipulate clay
or master a brush encouraged a form of ‘embodied critical
reflection’. When boys grapple with the physical resistance

of materials, they develop a tolerance for frustration and a
heightened emotional awareness that translates into prosocial
behaviour. They aren’t just making ‘stuff’; they are learning to
sit with the ‘messiness’ of the human experience.

The Studio as a Micro-Community

Empathy in the art room is not a solitary pursuit. The research
highlighted that empathy emerged through peer collaboration
and shared ‘material risk-taking’. The art studio transformed
into a micro-community where students supported one
another through complex creative processes.

Year 8 student Aiden Fitzgerald’s artwork A Lock on Free Speech was
created through participation in Dr Whittington’s research.
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Head of Art and Design, Dr Michael Whittington’s illustration detailing the process by which adolescent boys develop empathy through the arts,
including music, performance and in particular, visual art.

The Plane of Empathic Knowing

At the heart of this research is a new conceptual model for
educators: the Plane of Empathic Knowing. This framework
suggests that empathy develops through three interconnected
domains:

- Landscaping: Building a deep connection to self and place.

- Worlding: Developing a relational awareness of others and
the broader society.

- Cosmosis: Cultivating an ethical connection to the “more-
than-human” world, including ecological and global scales.

By moving through these stages, boys transition from simple
self-expression to ‘moral imagination’ — the ability to perceive
and care for the world and beyond at large.

Resilient and Com passionate Leaders Artwork by Year 8 student Ethan Webb represents his concern for the
environment due to war.

Visual Arts learning offers adolescent boys a unique,

embodied pathway to responsibility and compassion. By

investing in arts-based pedagogies, we are not just teaching

boys how to draw; we are teaching them how to see, feel and

act as civic-minded citizens in a complex world.

If we want to raise a generation of men who are compassionate
partners, inclusive leaders and emotionally resilient
individuals, we must give them the tools to understand the
human heart. And once a boy truly learns how to see another
person, empathy is the natural result.

The Lion & Lang Syne | Winter 2026 7



Brave Hearts and Bold Minds

ACADEMIC JOURNEY

Debating is not for the faint of heart.

Itis an intellectually vigorous exercise that requires students to
develop and argue cases for or against any given topic, under
timed conditions, all while someone judges you. More than
200 Scots boys take on this challenge every week.

Debating is an evidence-backed educational activity that
supports academic performance and creates lifelong learners.
The Boston Debate League study (2023) compared outcomes for
students who participated in debating programs against those
who didn’t and found an improvement in analytical thinking,
comprehension and reading, especially among students who
were struggling academically. Debating changes how students
see the world; building empathy and conviction on what

they believe.

An average Friday debating session begins at 3:15pm when boys
train for two hours with their coaches. Following dinner, they are
given a topic and 45 minutes to prepare a case to debate against
another team. The camaraderie forged in the preparation

rooms is unparalleled. The high-pressure environment teaches
students how to collaborate efficiently, trust their peers and
distil complex ideas into cohesive team strategies.

During the week, students also complete topic area research,
keep up to date with world events and news and watch debates
online. These activities prepare them for Friday’s competition
and help them continually refine their craft. Coaches are the
backbone of each team — supporting the boys whether they win
or lose, providing feedback on their performance and helping
them navigate their next path to a potential victory.

William Chen (Year 11) credits his confidence and eloquence
to Debating. Having joined in Year 7, William has strived

for excellence, recently making it to the quarterfinal of

the Independent Schools’ Debating Association (ISDA)
competition with his team and winning the 10A Division of
the Athletic Association of the Great Public Schools (AAGPS)
Debating in 2025. He says Debating encouraged him to
develop his knowledge, critical thinking and engagement with
the world, specifically regarding hypothetical situations and
their potential outcomes.

. . . 1. Year 10 Eastside Debating semifinalists, Christopher Assaad,
Atthe heart of our program is a commitment to shaping young Patrick Adkins, Hamilton de Moyer, Tristan Yew and Teddy Ovenden

men who are unafraid of complex problems and equipped with representing Scots with teamwork and tenacity.

2. Debating students Eason Fan, Merrick Zhao, Hamish Craft and
Jerry Lin with their coach Mr William Destro (*23), join forces as this
year’s Year 8 ISDA team.

Ms Georgina Saint-John Viney 3. The AAGPS Debating 10A Division winners for 2025, Year 10 students,

the eloquence to solve them.

Acting Director of Debating Oliver Criddle, William Chen, Ethan Zaoui, Ethan Gan and Kevin Kim.

8 The Scots College



The Power of the
Written Word

ACADEMIC JOURNEY

In 2025, two Year 10
students, Ryan Bennett
and William Chen,

were shortlisted for the
prestigious John Locke
Institute Global Essay Prize.

Ryan tackled a thought-provoking topic
in the Economics category for his essay,
while William responded to a powerful
promptin the Law category.

With more than 63,000 entries
worldwide, being shortlisted as
first-time entrants was an extraordinary
accomplishment. Following are
excerpts from their exceptional works.
To read the essays in full, copies of

The Scotian (2025 edition) are available
in the College Library or by contacting
Dr Jeff Mann at j.mann@scots.college.
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William Chen (Year 10, 2025)

The Law category prompt: “Use every
man after his desert, and who should
’scape whipping?” Should the law treat
offenders better than they deserve?

It may be observed, then, that justice
does not originate from a fair, objective
idea of what the offender ‘deserves’,
because humans cannot establish this
concept of moral desert free of biases.
Instead, justice finds its origins in
ancient human tendencies, specifically
a gratification in the suffering of one’s
‘debtors’. Little has changed since the
dawn of time in this regard — only that
the focus has shifted from satisfaction
in physical suffering to efficacy through
mental conditioning, as Foucault
contends. The question of what an
offender ‘deserves’, therefore, should not
be answered from the perspective of any
sort of universal truth, but from the way
that it is perceived by most humans —

a consequence of moral outrage that
considers not broader ramifications, but
only short-term satisfaction.

Such a hypothesis begs another
question. Kant, rather famously,
remarked, “the principle of punishment
is a categorical imperative.” Offenders
have broken the social contract and
inflicted harm on those that do not
deserve it. Even if punishment for
offenders is not rooted in a moral
truth, why do they not deserve such a
fate for wronging the innocent?

The answer to this question is that,
simply put, society exists not in what
ought to be, but what is. An offender
may be sentenced to twenty years of
hard labour to ‘teach him a lesson’ — and
perhaps this is what he deserves — but he
is much less likely to atone for a society
which has shunned him.

Ryan Bennett (Year 10, 2025)

The Economics category prompt:
Should Oxford lower its admissions
standards for the sons and daughters of
generous benefactors?

It would be counterproductive for Oxford
to lower admissions standards when its
current efforts to recruit disadvantaged
students are not only fairer, but also yield
proven economic benefits. Orentlicher
(2016) further explores the economic
inequality that is perpetuated by lvy
[League] universities favouring affluent
students, and instead proposes a “Top
Class rank” policy which seeks to provide
equitable access to higher education for
students from diverse socioeconomic
backgrounds, reducing inequality
(Montacute et al., 2023).

While lowering admissions standards
for the offspring of benefactors appear
to benefit the university and broader
society through short-term financial
gains, in reality, they threaten the very
core of what enables Oxford to support
society by imposing moral, institutional
and economic costs. Instead, Oxford
should continue to enhance its
admissions policies to select for the
best students that will continue to

have a disproportionally positive effect
on their countries’ economic output
and productivity while ensuring that it
supports social mobility. Perhaps the
more compelling question to consider
would be whether Oxford’s students
should pay tuition based on a proportion
of family income instead of a flat rate.

The Lion & Lang Syne | Winter 2026 9



ACADEMIC JOURNEY

5 |
in Action

Ashton Large (Year 12) has demonstrated exceptional initiative and maturity through his
involvement in the Applied Entrepreneurship Program, undertaking work experience with the
Manly Warringah Sea Eagles rugby league club.

The placement has provided Ashton
with valuable insight into the
commercial operations behind a
professional sporting organisation,
including sponsorship, partnerships,
branding, community engagement,
game day operations and the broader
business structures that support
elite performance.

What makes Ashton’s experience
particularly unique is that he is also a
contracted player within the Sea Eagles
system. This gives him a rare dual
perspective, experiencing the demands
of high-performance sport firsthand
while developing an understanding of
the commercial strategies and business
decisions that drive a professional
club’s success.

10 The Scots College

“Being able to see both sides of the
club has shown me that success in
professional sport isn’t just built on
what happens on the field, but also
on the people and decisions behind
the scenes,” Ashton explained.

Operating at the intersection of
business and sport, Ashton has
embraced the opportunity with

curiosity, professionalism and ambition.

His experience highlights the value of
entrepreneurial thinking in the sporting
industry and demonstrates how
leadership, commercial awareness and
athletic performance can combine to
create future opportunities.

Mr David Todd
Head of Entrepreneurship and
Social Leadership

. WMITED RN i

Applied Entrepreneurship Program student
and sportsman, Ashton Large (Year 12)

is discovering how the Manly Warringah
Sea Eagles operates as a professional
sporting organisation.
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Playing to a packed RockNess audience in June, Year 10 musicians, William Hollis, Benjamin Galasso,
Enrique Yee and James Kurtz, brought serious energy to the stage. Read the article, starting on page 12.



CREATIVITY

A touch of wizardry set the stage as the Music
Department launched into the final term of
2025, ushering in a busy and memorable
season of practise and performance.

Collaborating with the Drama Department for the production
of Harry Potter and the Cursed Child, a talented string quartet
featuring Leo Chen (Year 9), Dante Jiang (Year 8), Andrew Xie
(Year 10) and Richard Bao (Year 8) provided a live soundtrack
that brought the magic of Hogwarts to life.

The excitement spread to the Brighton Preparatory School for
an inaugural gala concert in November. Titled Over the Ocean,
Under the Sea, the production led by Ms Fiona Coleman was
an incredible evening of singing, dancing and instrumental
performance. It was a vibrant testament to the fact that
musical talent at Brighton Preparatory School is not just
growing — it is thriving!

Our annual Music Awards Night celebrates Transition to Year 12
musicians through performances and awards for performance,
service, composition and improvement. There were many

12 The Scots College

Director of Bands, Mr Tom Pugh, conducting the Robinson Wind
Ensemble in The Scots College Harry Triguboff Auditorium for the
first Nocturnes concert ffaturing Wind, Brass and Percussion in May.
Credit: Elie Azzi.

and Rock Legends

highlights, including the big bands and contemporary ensembles
performing outside the John Cunningham Student Centre as well
as our Senior Preparatory School vocalists, Brighton Preparatory
School String Ensemble, the Senior Highlanders, the Chamber
Strings and The Scots College Orchestra performing in The Scots
College Harry Triguboff Auditorium.

The momentum hasn’t slowed down in 2026. Term 2 began

with a ‘musical boot camp’ at The Collaroy Centre. Imagine

200 boys, several brave staff members, and three days of
intensive rehearsals by the beach. It was loud, it was focused,
and it was exactly the preparation our ensembles needed for
the blockbuster season ahead. So far, students have performed
in the Battle of the Bands, RockNess and the Nocturnes Choral
and Orchestral Ensemble Showcase.

Whetheryour son is a budding Mozart or a future rock legend,
we are always looking for new students to join the journey.
Please reach out to us at music@scots.college and let’s

get started.

Mr Nicholas Tester
Director of Music (T-12)



A Moment with Mr Tester

The Music Department at Scots is much more
than background noise; it is the heartbeat of
our College community. The new Director of
Music (T-12), Mr Nicholas Tester, talks about
his journey from a primary school string
program to leading our talented ensembles.

Tell us a little about yourself and what first sparked your love
of music?

It all started when | was a student at Lane Cove Public School.
They had a wonderful string program that combined one-on-one
tuition with ensemble playing. Watching the pure joy of students
performing is what first made me want to pick up a violin.

Once | hit high school, | met an inspirational teacher named

Mr Brian Buggy. He showed me what music could truly

be — the musicals, the orchestras, the chamber music.

His mentorship taught me that quality lessons, classroom music
and ensemble work are the three pillars of a great musical
education. I’ve championed that same balance ever since.

What excites you most about the Music program at Scots?

The scope of the journey! Because we are Transition to Year 12,
| get to watch boys start their musical path as young children
and see them master their instruments by Year 12. | firmly
believe there is a specific instrument that ‘speaks’ to every
single boy. Whetheritis in Pipes and Drums, a rock band,
strings or wind ensemble, my team’s job is to find that match
and help every boy be his best.

What is one interesting fact about you that people may
not know?

| love stepping out of my comfort zone. Years ago, | realised at a
wedding that | couldn’t dance to save my life! So, | took up swing
dancing. | started with two left feet, but eventually, it opened

up a whole new social world for me. Recently, I’ve started
learning capoeira with my family. It is a Brazilian martial art that
combines elements of dance, acrobatics and music. I’m terrible
at it right now, but as a teacher, | think it’s vital to remember
what it feels like to be a beginner again!

1. Preparatory School Year 5 musicians, Barron Zang on vocals and
guitar and Jack Williams, guitar, perform at RockNess in June.

2. Director of Music (T-12), Mr Nick Tester guides Harry Forman (Year 11),
an accomplished trumpet and jazz musician, in 2023.

3. The Preparatory School Director of Strings, Ms Hayley Cush,
conducts the Senior Preparatory School Strings Ensemble at this
year’s Preparatory School Open Day. Credit: Elie Azzi.

The Lion & Lang Syne | Winter 2026
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CREATIVITY

the Frame

This year, we continued our Photography program for the Preparatory School boys.
While students are very familiar with pointing a camera and taking quick snaps, our goal
was to encourage them to think more practically about how to frame and capture a good
photograph, moving beyond a simple point-and-shoot approach.

We started with the basics of
composition and control. In our

early sessions, the boys learnt how

to manually lock focus and adjust
exposure, rather than letting the

device do all the work. We covered
fundamentals like the ‘rule of thirds’ and
using leading lines to draw the viewer’s
eye into the picture.

From there, we looked at how to
deliberately frame a subject. The boys
were taught to move their feet, step
close or use natural elements around
the School like doorways or overhanging
branches to create a ‘frame within

a frame’ and eliminate distracting
backgrounds. They experimented

14 The Scots College

heavily with perspective, quickly
discovering that simply crouching
down low or finding a higher vantage
point completely changes the story an
image tells.

We also spent time studying the
environment itself, looking at how bold
colours can make a subject pop and
how playing with afternoon shadows
(rather than trying to avoid them) can
add mood and contrast to an otherwise
ordinary scene. The biggest takeaway
for the boys so far has been learning to
slow down. When you really think about
your framing, you have to stop and truly
observe your surroundings before taking
the shot.

sforms everyday- (€2
ure, using light
a

R chards (Year4)
nd barkinto a study of
adow to create depth, ‘contra:

We put skills to the test with macro and
close-up photography. The boys went
into the School gardens to figure out
how to capture sharp, detailed shots

of bark, insects and leaves. Nailing a
close-up photo takes a lot of patience,
careful framing and very steady hands —
and the boys handled the challenge
remarkably well.

We also focused on portraiture. The boys
practised photographing each other,
learning how natural light falls on a

face and why checking the background
for distractions is just as important as
the subject itself. We challenged them

to look at their everyday environment
differently through abstract photography.



Rather than taking obvious pictures of
whole objects or buildings, they hunted
for interesting textures, shadows on the
playground and the geometric patterns
of the School’s brickwork.

Whether capturing an action shot, a

friend or the architecture of the School,

the boys have produced some fantastic,

thoughtful images and we look forward ) R T e e o e
to sharing these with you at the 2026 (Year 3) shows perspective and scale.

i He creates leading lines and eliminates
Preparatory School Art Exhibition later distractions, helping the viewer focus their

this year. attention on the subject.
2. Year 4 student Nolan Shao’s photo of
It has been a highly productive course Max Kean (Year 4) explores leading lines
. and portraiture. He uses tree branches to
and we are excited to see what they lead the viewers eye towards the centre of
focus on next. the frame.

3. Bryan Fan (Year 4) uses a gap in the play
. equipment to ‘frame’ his two subjects,
Mr Brandon Bailey Year 4 students Baxter Gilbert and

Elearning Integrator Nolan Shao.
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We challenged them to look at their
everyday environment differently
through abstract photography.
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CREATIVITY

“Every Chess master was once a beginner.” Irving Chernev

Five-time world Chess champion and
grandmaster, Mr Viswanathan Anand,
visited Deane Hall in Term 1, giving the
boys a rare opportunity to hear from one
of the greatest minds in the game.

We extend our sincere thanks to

Mr Harshvendra Soin (father of

Harman Soin, Year 2) for organising this
very special event with the College.

Mr Anand shared his expertise,

created and solved chess puzzles and
demonstrated strategic moves.

What struck us most was not his
brilliance, but his humility. He spoke
candidly about losing and how he

learnt to move on quickly, analysing his
mistakes rather than dwelling on defeat.
For Mr Anand, disappointment was
never the end of the story.

He reminded us that even the greatest
champions lose. What separates them
is not talent alone, but their relationship
with failure. A loss becomes data.

16 The Scots College

A mistake becomes a lesson.
Disappointment is acknowledged, then
channelled into improvement.

This is the mindset we want to
cultivate in the boys. It is natural to
feel frustrated when things go wrong.
However, boys who learn to sit briefly
with disappointment and then ask,
“What can | do better?” develop a
powerful and lasting life skill.

As parents and carers, we can nurture

this by resisting the urge to immediately

fix orrescue. Instead, ask your son,
“What would you do differently next
time?” Let him reflect. Let him own it.
Let him grow.

The boy who learns to analyse his
mistakes today becomes the young
man who approaches challenges with
courage and confidence tomorrow.

Mr Greg Asquith
Head of the Junior Preparatory School

Five-time world Chess champion and
grandmaster, Mr Viswanathan Anand
hares his expertise with all the students

involved in the Chess program.

Chess grandmaster, Mr Viswanathan Anand
looks on as Ray Sheng (Year 4) shows some
of his favourite moves. Ray’s knowledge and
skill impressed Mr Anand!
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News from the College campuses comes in all shapes and sizes.

Camp Builds Character

At the start of Term 1, the Brighton
Preparatory School Years 3 to 6 boys
attended their annual camp at The

Tops Conference Centre, Stanwell Tops.
From shared cabins to group challenges
and new experiences, the boys learnt to
contribute, encourage others and take
responsibility away from home.

Nature Detectives

Brighton Preparatory School
Kindergarten boys went to the Royal
Botanic Gardens for their very first class
excursion. They discovered the duck
pond had moving eels hiding in the water
and created a bird’s-eye view map of

the garden. A ‘special’ garden revealed
spiders, frogs and slugs, and plenty of
herbs and flowers to smell and taste.

18 The Scots College

News in the Making

Brighton Prep’s Year 4 students
experienced journalism firsthand.
Linking their previous persuasive writing
studies to informative writing through
the creation of their own school news
program, the unit used real-world media
as inspiration. A respected journalist
from the St George & Sutherland Shire
Leader, shared insights into her role and
careerjourney.




Making Waves

The College’s STEAM Surfboard Design students rolled up their sleeves at
the Force 9 Surfboards factory, Taren Point. They were guided on shaping
rails, cutting swallow tails and trimming the nose. The boys are shaping
their first surfboards as part of this highly practical and uniquely creative
Co-Curricular program.

Reeling in the Season

The final Sportfishing session was held for the 2025/2026 season.

For the Year 12 students, it was the very last Sportfishing event of their
Scots journey. After a morning fishing on Sydney Harbour, where boys
reeled in bonito and flathead, students and staff celebrated the season
with a barbecue lunch in the sunshine.

The Lie of the Land

Year 7 Geography students focused on the intricate world of ‘landscapes
and landforms’. Tasked with investigating a specific environment,
students analysed unique geographical features, inherent values and
the management strategies required for environmental protection.

Their detailed dioramas demonstrated creativity and a sophisticated
empathy for diverse environmental perspectives.

Drama at Work

Co-Curricular Drama students, including Harry Little (Year 9),

Spencer Coonan (Year 9), Enrique Yee (Year 10) and Kary Manolas
(Year 10), thrilled audiences in the Co-Curricular Drama Showcase:
Men at Work. Audiences were taken on a journey from chaotic building
sites through workplace disasters and job interviews gone wrong!

Words of Remembrance

Anzac Day is a time to honour the courage, sacrifice and service of those who have served, and continue to serve, our country.

Two Year 7 students submitted their poems to the Woollahra Municipal Council’s 2026 Mayoral Anzac Day Writing Competition.
Oliver Funge was announced the winner and Mason Helliar received a Highly Commended award. Read their gently insightful poems
on the College website at www.scots.college/a-poem-for-our-anzacs.
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Pen Pals

The Scots College has enjoyed a longstanding relationship with Tata Presbyterian School in
Vanuatu, creating opportunities for students to connect, learn and serve alongside one another.
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Over the years, the Scots partnership with Tata Presbyterian
Schoolin Vanuatu has included regular service trips to

the School, as well as fundraising and initiatives that have
strengthened the bond between the two communities.

Each semester, Year g Commerce students organise Small
Business Day, raising approximately $4,000 to directly support
the Tata School. While the pandemic paused these experiences
and the connection gradually faded, a renewed focus has
brought fresh energy and purpose to the relationship.

This year, a penpal program was introduced to reconnect Year 7
students with their counterparts at Tata Presbyterian School.
What began with just two boys quickly grew to more than

30 participants after only one session. The program’s rapid
growth reflects the enthusiasm of students to build meaningful
friendships and engage with a community beyond their own.

Through regular letter exchanges, boys learn about life

and culture in Vanuatu while sharing their own experiences
and perspectives. These conversations cultivate curiosity,
understanding and mutual respect, while developing empathy,
communication skills and extending emotional awareness.

By exploring cultures and communities different from their
own, students gain a broader sense of the world and their
place within it. The success of the penpal program has created

exciting possibilities for the future. It is hoped that additional
opportunities, including the return of service trips, will further
strengthen the partnership between the two schools.

Itis hoped that additional opportunities, including the return
of service trips, will further strengthen the partnership
between the two schools, providing students with powerful
means to deepen connections, broaden perspectives and
contribute to the community they have come to know through
this growing relationship.

Clive Riethmuller
Year 11 student

1. Clive Riethmuller (Year 11) introduces Year 7 boys to the
penpal program.

2. The Scots College and Tata Presbyterian School have partnered on
building projects, classroom initiatives and resource support for
more than a decade. Source: The College Collection.

3. Boys develop valuable skills in leadership and initiative when they
participate in Service Learning trips, often speaking about their
life at home to students and the village community in Vanuatu.
Source: The College Collection.

4. Clive Riethmuller (Year 11) assists a Year 7 student with his
letter writing.

Watercolour illustration on facing page, created with GPT-5.6 Thinking,
by ChatGPT, 2026.
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COMMUNITY

The Scots College Pipes and Drums achieved a remarkable milestone in April, claiming national
championship honours in Perth, Western Australia.

The Scots College A Band has now won this title on three
occasions, with back-to-back wins at the Australian Pipe

Band Championshipsin 2024 and 2026. This year, the

A Band secured the prestigious titles of Australian Juvenile
Champions and Australian Drum Corp Champions (Grade 3
champions). The event saw the A and B Bands compete against
other juvenile and adult bands.

Additionally, Senior Drum Major, Hamish Wiseman (Year 12)
was named the Australian Juvenile Drum Major Champion.
The B Band further cemented the College’s dominance on the
national stage, with a strong performance to achieve second
place in both the Juvenile B and Grade 4B categories.

Honouring Veterans on Anzac Day

Upholding a longstanding tradition of community service,
more than 160 members of the Pipes and Drums marched for
one of the most important functions on their calendar, the
Anzac Day March and commemoration service. The Pipes
and Drums proudly paraded through the Sydney CBD from
Martin Place on 25 April. Scots holds the traditional position
as the lead pipe band at the Sydney Anzac Day Parade and is
honoured to be positioned prominently near the front of the
procession. The march reflects the College’s long history of
upholding strong values and traditions of national interest.

This year, the Year 12 boys joined The Scots College Old Boys’
Union Pipes and Drums for a second march. The Pipes and
Drums Parent Support Group generously provided lunch and
refreshments for the boys in Hyde Park between the march and
the commemoration service.
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Annual Parade of Remembrance

The 74th Annual Parade of Remembrance was held on the
Main Oval on Sunday 17 May. Reviewing Officer, Lieutenant
Colonel (AAQ), John Williams, Assistant Commander of

NSW 2nd Australian Army Cadets Brigade, alongside the
College’s Pipes and Drums, Cadet Unit and Orchestra ensured
the commemoration respectfully honoured the sacrifice made
by those who have served our nation.

Mr Paul Hughes
Bandmaster

1. Celebrating a remarkable achievement in Perth, The Scots College
A Band secured national championship honours, adding another
chapter to the proud legacy of the Pipes and Drums.

2. The Scots College Pipes and Drums leads the Sydney Anzac Day
Parade in April, honouring a longstanding tradition of service,
remembrance and community spirit.



Water Polo athlete, Henry Haines (Year 10) views The Scots College Swimming Pool site in May, as it
nears the halfway point of its 12-month construction program. Read more on page 30.



All the excitement, straight from the field, the court or the pool.

Basketball

Ted Baylis (Year 6) represented Scots as a member of the
New South Wales Combined Independent Schools (NSWCIS)
Primary Boys Basketball Team, helping to secure the
championship! Following his efforts, he will represent the
state as a member of the NSW Primary Basketball Team in
October. (Photo above — centred, shooting the basketball)

Beach Volleyball

At the NSW Beach Volleyball State Tour, the Scots Beach
Volleyball 1sts team competed in Division 2 and won! Scots
achieved further success at the 2026 Australian Beach
Volleyball Schools Cup at Coolangatta Beach on the Gold

Coast (Photo 2). The College’s Year 12 Honours team regained
the title after winning Year 11 in 2025. The boys secured the
tournament’s gold medal, without dropping a single set! At
the same competition, bronze medals went to the Year 11 and
Junior Year 8 divisions.

Rowing

The AAGPS Head of the River was the perfect finale to the
2025/2026 Rowing season. The Year 10 1st VIII Rowing team
came second in their final — just behind Saint Ignatius’
College Riverview and ahead of St Joseph’s College.

The Scots College 1st VIl went on to claim second place

in the Under 17 Schoolboy 8+ (1st JVIII) at the Australian
Rowing Championships.
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Sailing

The Scots College 1sts Sailing team won the 2026 NSW
Secondary Schools Teams Racing Championships.

The team showed outstanding determination and growth
across three intense days of racing, ultimately winning the
final 3-1. This impressive performance has secured the
boys a place at the Australian Secondary Schools Teams
Racing Championship.

Surfing

The Gold Squad Surfing team competed at the Australian
Interschools Surfing Championships on the Gold Coast.
Strong performances across Junior and Senior divisions,
including semifinal finishes and high-level competition in
challenging conditions, highlighted the team’s depth and
determination. At the 2026 High Schools NSW State Titles,
Seniors came third place and the Juniors fourth in the
schools tag. The College’s surfers are ranked first in high
schools in the 2026 All Schools Surftag Series after two
events. Individually, Seniors are ranked first and Juniors
second. The boys have had outstanding results in both ocean
and wave pool surf.

Swimming

At state and national championships, Scots Swimming
continues to make its mark in the pool. Through dedication,
teamwork and countless hours of training, swimmers have
achieved outstanding results, broken records and represented
the College with pride at every level of competition.

Dylan Xie (Year 9) was recognised with one of the evening’s
highest honours — AAGPS Swimmer of the Season —
receiving the gold AAGPS medallion after accumulating the
greatest number of points for his team across the AAGPS
season (Photo 1). Read the full report by Director of Aquatics,
Ms Yvette Higgins, at www.scots.college/news.
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Volleyball

Ethan Yu (Year 11), from the 1sts Volleyball team, was
selected for the Australian team which will compete at the
Asian Volleyball Confederation Boy’s Under 18 Volleyball
Championship in Bahrain in July — one of only two NSW
players selected.
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Water Polo

Samuel Dunn (Year 11) and Thomas Lawson (Year 10), two Edison Whalan (Year 9) and Henry Haines (Year 10) were

of the College’s 1sts Water Polo players were selected for members of the Sydney University Water Polo Under 16 team
the AAGPS 18 Years and Under Water Polo Team 2026. (Gold Division) that won the 2026 Australian Youth Water Polo
They competed at the NSWCIS Water Polo trials. Championships in Brisbane.

Read more at www.scots.college/news
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The Scots College AFL program enjoyed a phenomenal start to the winter season, setting the
tone for an exciting year ahead. Meanwhile, the Golf program continues to go from strength to
strength in just its third summer season as an Academy Sport.

Setting Goals

Early in the season, the College’s Years 7 and 8 AFL teams set a dominant tone against
Shore, securing a resounding victory through exceptional teamwork. The Years 9 and
10 match tested the boys’ grit. The team fought valiantly in a closely contested defeat,
bolstered by courageous Year 8 players who stepped up to fill the numbers.

The boys aim to cap off a successful year with a final showcase game against
Newington College when the Winter Sport program concludes.

Looking ahead, the College is exploring opportunities with the Sydney Swans to
further strengthen the program and support development of Scots AFL athletes.

Mr Ed Manton
Master in Charge of AFL

Kicking Goals
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Congratulations to Old Boy Harry Kyle (25) who made his AFL debut for the

Sydney Swans in a resounding Round 12 victory over Richmond at the Sydney Cricket
Ground. We are excited to see where Harry’s passion, dedication and talent take him
in the years to come.

Reaching Goals

Competing in the highly competitive Combined Independent Schools Golf
Competition, Scots entered the season determined to improve on last year’s result
and proudly secured seventh place overall.

Every member of the 2026 team made a valuable contribution. Thomas Cox-Wilson
(Year 12) led from the front at number one, Edward McRitchie (Year 11) delivered
crucial wins, and Captain, Aiden Fitzgerald (Year 12) set the standard with his record
and leadership. With exciting young talent emerging, a top five finish is firmly in
sight for the season ahead.

Ms Elizabeth Daly
Master in Charge of Golf
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See How They Run

CAMARADERIE

It has been a fantastic championship
season for Scots Athletics!

In April, Marcus Keyes (Year 12), James Vass (Year 12)

and Mohamad Gadou (Year 10) left their mark at the 2026
Australian Athletics Championships in Sydney and the 2026
Australian Athletics Junior Championships in Brisbane.

Middle Distance Excellence: Marcus Keyes (Year 12)
After an outstanding Senior Men’s Championships in Sydney,
clocking 3:51.46 in the 1500m and 1:53.43 in the 8oom,
Marcus proved he could compete with the country’s best
open-age runners.

In Brisbane, at the Under 20 national championships, Marcus
faced a gruelling schedule and elite field. He fought hard in
the tactical 1soom final, finishing seventh in Australia with
3:54.43 and confirming his standing as one of the country’s
most promising middle-distance runners.

Sprinting Sensation: James Vass (Year 12)

James finishes 2026 as one of the fastest Juniors in College
history. At the Senior Men’s Championships, he smashed
his 100m personal best with 10.60, nearing the world junior
qualification time of 10.50.

James carried that speed into the Under 20 100m in Brisbane.
Against a field including world Junior record holder Gout Gout,
he reached the national final, finishing eighth in Australia

with 10.75. He also earned national gold with the NSW Under 20
4x100m relay team, which won with 40.95.
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Mohamad Gadou (Year 10) in action at the 2026 Australian Athletics
Junior (Under Age) Championships Under 16 category.

The New Kid on the Block: Mohamad Gadou (Year 10)
We are thrilled to celebrate Mohamad’s spectacular debut.
Competing in the Under 16 category, Mohamad completed a
historic sprint double.

He claimed national gold in the 100m with 10.97, before
returning for the 200m, where he led a NSW 1-2 finish and
won his second national title with a personal best of 21.84.

Mohamad’s dominance continued in the relays, anchoring
NSW to gold in both the 4x100m and 4x200m. His clean sweep
of four gold medals marks a historic debut and signals an

exciting careerin Scots colours.

Mr Andrew Matthews
Director of Athletics

Read more at: scots.college/a-fantastic-athletics-season

James Vass (Year 12) earns a national gold medal as a key member of the
NSW Under 20 4x100m relay team.
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When boarding life meets farm life, the Tuck Old Boys: Fergus (’21),
Sam (’18) and Hugh (*19) with their father, Rob (’83).

For the Tuck family, Boarding at The Scots
College is not simply a schooling choice, it is
a legacy that has shaped generations.

At the centre of that story is Rob Tuck (’83), whose own
experience as a young boarder laid the foundation for a
lifelong connection to the College and a deep commitment to
ensuring other regional boys are given the same opportunity.

Arriving in Sydney from the country, Rob remembers the move
to Boarding as both exciting and overwhelming. Having grown
up hearing stories from older boys and relatives who had
already boarded at Scots, he felt a sense of anticipation as he
prepared to join the community himself.

Boarding life quickly became full and energetic. Sport was
played every day, afternoons were spent with mates and for
the first time, school was only a short walk away instead of a

.. these initiatives help preserve
one of the defining strengths of
The Scots College, its connection
between city and country.
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daily 9o kilometre round trip bus journey. More than anything,
it was the friendships that defined the experience, creating
bonds that felt immediate and lasting.

More than 4o years later, many of those same friendships
remain a constant in Rob’s life. His Scots peers have

gone on to become doctors, lawyers, entrepreneurs and
leaders in agriculture, yet they still make the effort to meet
regularly, proof of the enduring connections formed in the
Boarding Houses.

The Tuck family’s connection to the College now spans an
extraordinary network of relatives. Across each generation,
Rob has seen the same transformation take place, young boys
growing into respectful, grounded and capable men.

Today, Rob continues to support Boarding through his role as
President of The Scots College Boarding Bursary Foundation.
Initiatives such as the Beef for Boarders Steer Fund are
designed to provide boys from regional Australia with the
same opportunities that Boarding once gave him. The vision is
to establish funds in perpetuity that will support families who
might otherwise never consider sending their sons to board

in Sydney.

Beyond financial assistance, these initiatives help preserve
one of the defining strengths of The Scots College, its
connection between city and country. By bringing together
boys from diverse backgrounds, Scots fosters understanding,
resilience and a strong sense of community, values that have
remained central to the College for generations.



For generations of families, the decision
to send a young son to boarding school
represents a profound leap of faith and an
extraordinary act of trust.

At The Scots College, this journey begins uniquely for a select
group of boys in Years 5, 6 and 7 at Macintyre House. As a
dedicated transitional Boarding environment, the House serves
avital role in bridging the gap between early childhood routines
and Senior School independence, setting young men up for
long-term educational and collegiate success.

What makes Macintyre unique is its intentional balance of
structure and nurture. It is a place where young boys learn to
find their feet through a simple yet powerful daily framework:
Be kind, be respectful, be your best. As Presbyterian author,
Fred Rogers famously noted, “Love is at the root of everything.
All learning ... all relationships.” In this environment,
unconditional care is viewed as the most essential ingredient
for supporting boys through their first major transition away
from home.

Rather than feeling institutional, the House operates as an
extended family. Young Boarders regularly integrate into the
daily lives of the resident staff and their families, injecting an
authentic warmth and reassurance into the House culture.

This unique approach is deeply felt by the boys themselves.
One Junior Boarder, Leo Dwyer (Year 7), beautifully captures the
spirit of the House: “Macintyre makes living away from home
easier. There are so many people who look after us and make us
feel special. Plus, | love playing with Benji the dog. He is always
excited to see us when we get home.”

Ultimately, Macintyre House provides the foundational footing
forthe journey ahead. For past, present and future generations
of the Scots community, it stands as a proud testament to a
lasting commitment to raising boys who do not just learn to
board but truly learn to belong.

Mr Greg Asquith
Macintyre Housemaster

1. Macintyre House boys, just after the Boarders’ Chapel service at the
end of Term 1.

2. The boys are all set for their very first night in Macintyre House
on 27 January.

3. Year 7 Macintyre House Boarders, Jimmy Curry, Harry Crowley,
Gray Cumming, Jimmy Neill, Jack Humphrey and James Fussell with
Benji - the House’s very own dog!
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The Scots Pool Project
Nears the Finish Line

THE SCOTS COLLEGE FOUNDATION UPDATE

The College’s highly anticipated pool development at Bellevue Hill is progressing on
schedule, with the landmark facility set to open at the beginning of Term 1, 2027.

The concrete pool base is now complete,

thanks to favourable autumn weather
and the expertise of COWYN Building
Group, Crystal Pools and the College’s
Director of Projects and Planning,
MrJoel Lidden. Following a successful
test fill that confirmed the pool is
structurally sound and watertight,

the project will now progress to
waterproofing and tiling.

Maintained at a comfortable 28 degrees

year-round, the world-class facility
will become a vibrant hub of campus
life. From elite Swimming and

Water Polo training to Prep and Senior
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School carnivals, PDHPE (Personal
Development, Health and Physical
Education) lessons and lifesaving
qualifications, the pool will support
learning, competition and wellbeing in
equal measure.

Excitingly, an expanded decking
area between the grandstand and
Kirkland House will further enhance
Saturday match days, providing a
premium vantage point for parents
to socialise over a morning coffee
while taking in the vibrant, open-air
atmosphere of Junior and Senior
fixtures alike.

To help deliver this transformational
facility, community members are
invited to secure a permanent place in
College history. The Scots Foundation
is offering fully tax-deductible naming
opportunities at various giving levels
to ensure every family and Old Boy can
participate. Supporters can leave an
enduring legacy by securing one of the
12 premier swimming lanes, naming

a grandstand bench, placing a family
plague on the upcoming ‘Wall of Fame’,
or donating a custom tile. These vital
contributions will shape the Scots
experience for generations to come.

To learn more or secure your piece
of Scots history, please contact
The Scots College Foundation at
foundation@scots.college.
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... community
members are
invited to secure a
permanent place in
College history.

Bellevue Hill’s Year 4 Preparatory School
boys take a deep dive and visit the College
Swimming Pool construction site in June.
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Colonel Colin Khan (’47) Distinguished Service Order recipient, meets Cadet Under Officers

Bradley Richards (’76), Michael Beasley (’76), Simon Kent (’76) Paul Bradman (’77),

Raymond Campbell (’76) and Andrew Perkins (’76), at the College’s Annual Parade of Remembrance
in 1976. Principal, Guthrie Wilson stands just behind them. Read about Colonel Khan’s extraordinary
career, beginning on page 36.



In mid-2018, | was asked to stand for the
upcoming 2019 elections as President of the
Old Boys’ Union.

Between building my business, supporting my son Hugo (’19)
through Year 12, my roles as President of The Scots College
Rugby Support Group and the Easts Rugby Foundation, my
plate was full. Yet, | said yes. My focus was simple: to rebuild
and reinvent our offering while remaining anchored to our
traditions and values.

Ourjourney has been defined by resilience. In my first year, the
devastating east coast fires eventually hit Glengarry. We spoke
with Principal, Drlan PM Lambert and mobilised the Old Boy
network to raise vital donations to get our outdoor campus back
on its feet. Then came two years of COVID-19. We stood tall,
supporting the Scots community through educational talks,
seminars and podcasts with luminaries like Dr Charlie Teo ('75),
lan Purchas (’77) and The Hon Natalie Ward MLC.

With the support of a dedicated committee, we have achieved
significant milestones, including substantial financial growth
by moving our funds to a ‘family office model’ managed by
Wilsons Advisory. This strategic shift has seen our investment
grow from $1.8 million to $2.6 million. Our OBU committee
has also expanded from 18 to 29 members in 2026, while
successfully lowering the average age from the mid-5os to the
mid-30s.

To further engage the next generation, we created the Young Old
Boys Committee and invested in the OBU Tower to establish a
final rite of passage for graduating boys joining the OBU.

Our commitment to community and giving remains strong,
evidenced by the launch of country race events to engage our
rural community and donations exceeding $750,000 to the
College, plus an additional $100,000 specifically for the OBU
Pipes and Drums. Finally, we have embraced new traditions,
such as initiating the OBU versus 1st XI Cricket match at the
historic Sydney Cricket Ground.

Beyond these achievements, it is the personal connections that
stay with me. My favourite duty remains addressing the College
community at the Annual Parade of Remembrance, an honour
and a privilege | looked forward to every year. As | reflect on this
journey, | am proud of the stamp we have left.

Finally, thank you to the Old Boys community, Dr Lambert, the
College staff and the many boys who graduated through my
time as President. It has been an honour and a privilege to be
your President. | hope you all agree that with your support, |
have left the OBU in a better position than when | started.

Mathew Collett (’86)
Old Boys’ Union President

My focus was simple: to rebuild and reinvent our offering while
remaining anchored to our traditions and values.

32 The Scots College



The Old Boys’ Union networking panel, Matt Boustred (’13),

Michael Coombes (’93), Andrew Campbell (’96); newly elected Old
Boys’ Union President, John Meggitt (’83); Andrew Muston (’10) and
MC Alumni and Community Development Manager, Dave Burnett ('o1).

In a world increasingly dominated by
surface-level digital connections, the power
of face-to-face interaction was on full display

in the Sydney CBD in April.

Over 80 Old Boys, spanning cohorts from 1971 to 2025,
gathered to expand their professional networks and

foster genuine personal interaction within the Scots Old
Boys’ community. An expert panel of alumni included
newly elected Old Boys’ Union President John Meggitt (°83),
Michael Coombes (’93), Andrew Campbell (96),

Matt Boustred (*13) and Andrew Muston (’10).

The collective discussion offered invaluable career wisdom
from navigating modern corporate landscapes, focusing on
the essential mindset shifts required to reach the C-suite and
practical strategies for validating new business ventures.
The speakers also explored how to successfully navigate
industries increasingly shaped by artificial intelligence and
how expanding involvement with external organisations can
highlight a professional ‘point of difference’.

The OBU Committee was thrilled to see such meaningful,
cross-generational conversations taking place between our
most recent graduates and seasoned industry veterans.

. Over 80 Old Boys from 1971 to 2025 attend the networking event
at the ivy Sunroom in the Sydney CBD.

. Former Head Prefect, Matt Boustred (*13) speaks to the audience
about his experience in startups and the power of Al.
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Scots Old Boys, CEO of Merivale, Justin Hemmes (’89) and WWII Veteran,
John Ryrie,; (’42), lead the ribbon=cutting ceremony among distinguished
glests at the official opening of Club Rose Bay in December.

| Credit: Club Rose Bay

When Old Boys from different generations, professions and wildly different lived experiences
come together, you get Sydney’s newest and hottest third space — Club Rose Bay.

Opened late last year by Old Boy
Justin Hemmes (’89), Club Rose Bay
has been a hit throughout the Eastern
Suburbs and the city at large.

Occupying the site of the former

Rose Bay RSL, Justin’s hospitality group,
Merivale, has revitalised the ageing
venue while preserving its heritage as
an RSL club. The Ode of Remembrance

is still read every night at 6:00pm,

old soldiers’ memorabilia still adorns
the walls, and the plaque, “The price of
liberty is eternal vigilance” still stands
proudly at the front.
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Justin has a deep respect for military
history, customs and traditions, having
served as a Lance Corporal in the Scots
Cadet Corps during his time at the
College. From its military roots to its
19505 jet-age design, Club Rose Bay also
honours its heritage as Australia’s first
international airport.

“I’m honoured that Merivale has

been entrusted with the privilege and
responsibility of supporting the reopening
of Club Rose Bay, an institution that has
been a cornerstone of the community

for more than 100 years, and a place I’'ve
known my entire life,” Justin said.

“Working closely with the Club, we
have designed the venue to capture
the nostalgia of classic RSLs while
introducing contemporary elements to
preserve its heritage and futureproof it
for many generations to come.”

The official opening was marked by
aribbon-cutting ceremony led by

Mr John Ryrie (’42), our oldest Old Boy,
former Old Boys’ Union (OBU) President
and WWII veteran. John, who served on
the committee of the original Rose Bay
RSL, is now a member of Club Rose Bay,
reflecting the club’s continuing role as an
RSL organisation.



The rebirth of the RSL bears the imprint
of several Old Boys. Following the
club’s collapse, Jason Porter ('89) of
SV Partners, a long-time supporter

of the OBU, was appointed Voluntary
Administrator. Working with his team,
he helped negotiate a deal between
the RSL and Merivale that saw creditors
repaid in full, while Merivale took over
management of the club’s food and
beverage operations.

The new venue quickly established
itself as a favourite among Old Boys,
with Henry Lewis-Thorpe (*20) notably
attending on five consecutive nights
during the holiday season following its
official opening.

“Justin and the team have done a really
lovely job with the place,” he said.

“They’ve respected the old building and

its history but also breathed new life
into it. Very cool.”

His comments highlight the club’s ability
to honour its heritage while thriving as a

vibrant and popular modern venue.

Club Rose Bay stands as a unique
fusion of history, community and

Now a thriving social hub, the Club Rose Bay
garden showcases the venue’s seamless
balance of heritage and modern hospitality.
Credit: Club Rose Bay.

Club Rose Bay has revitalised the former
Rose Bay RSL, carefully curating its heritage
collection to create an immersive experience
that preserves and brings its history to life.
Credit: Anson Smart

modern hospitality. The inclusion

of a pickleball court also cleverly
incorporates a contemporary sporting
touch. Justin and his team have created
a space that resonates with both past
and present generations.

The club has cemented itselfas a
vibrant hub where camaraderie,
tradition and fun come together. It’s
a reminder that when care is taken to
honour the past while embracing the
future, the result can be a space that
truly brings a community together.
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South Vietnam, October 1969: Lieutenant Colonel Colin Khan,

Commanding Officer of 5RAR, alights from his Sioux helicopter, used to direct

his troops during operations in the field. Credit: Australian War Memorial

Strokes of Luck:

Marking 75 years since Australia entered the Korean War, 2025 was a time to reflect on the
conflict often described as the “Forgotten War” between World War Il and the Vietnam War.
It was during this conflict that Old Boy, Brigadier Colin Kahn (Retd) DSO AM (’47) began his
distinguished military service.

Colin has two sons, Nick (‘72) and Geoff (‘80). He goes to the
gym and is fit and strong at age 95. He still talks fondly and
proudly of his time at Scots.

Colin studied at Scots during a time of momentous change.
Under Principal, Alexander Anderson, the College grew
significantly, with student numbers more than doubling.
Colin was involved in almost every aspect of College life,
serving as a member of the 2nd IV Rowing crew, Captain of
the Rifle Shooting team, a member of the 1st XV Rugby
team, Captain of James Bee House, and a representative

in the Athletic Association of the Great Public Schools

1st XV Rugby team.
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Colin’s inspiration for a life of service in the Australian
Army stemmed from his formative years under the shadow
of World War Il. The youngest of a large family, he watched
his older brothers enlist and serve before him. A decisive
influence was a visit from Old Boy, lan Ross Campbell

(a graduate from the Class of 1917), Commander of the
2/1st Battalion at Crete and a recipient of the Distinguished
Service Order. After Scots, Colin entered the Royal Military
College, Duntroon, at just 16 years of age and was posted to
Korea immediately following his graduation.

In his interview for the University of New South Wales’
Australians at War Film Archive, Colin recalled one occasion



when his platoon unknowingly entered an unmarked and
uncharted friendly minefield while on patrol. His batman,
Leo Channer, accidentally triggered two M16 ‘Jumping Jack’
mines. By sheer luck, both failed to detonate; otherwise, the
patrol would almost certainly have been wiped out.

Colin again faced death while leading a patrol in Korea. As his
platoon moved down a hill, they fell into a People’s Liberation
Army ambush and he was shot in the chest and neck. In another
stroke of luck, Colin had been wearing an experimental flak
vest, one of the first of its kind. His testimony led to the later
introduction of armoured plating in the zipper area. The lack

of padding contributed to his wounding and the loss of his

lung. Despite this, Colin continued to coach rugby union, later
coaching the Papua New Guinea national team.

Following Korea, Colin undertook staff instructing positions
and command postings, including Guard Commander of the
Australian Coronation Guard at Buckingham Palace in 1953.
Years later, when introduced to Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth Il
in Australia, she noticed his Coronation Medal and asked
where he had received it. He replied that she had presented
itto him at an afternoon tea at the palace, adding cheekily
that he hoped she had slept well on the night of 1 June 1953,
because he had been commanding the guard at her palace.

Colin’s service extended into the Vietnam War, where he

was appointed Commanding Officer of the 5th Battalion,

Royal Australian Regiment (5RAR), in 1968. Tasked with
rebuilding the battalion to full operational strength, he trained
his soldiers rigorously for active service in South Vietnam.

On 6 February 1969, he arrived in-country as a Lieutenant
Colonel, bringing the drive, planning and inspiration that had
defined his earlier service.

Under his command, 5RAR disrupted multiple enemy
operations, forced an enemy military region headquarters

to redeploy 30 kilometres, destroyed a district guerrilla
organisation and neutralised more than 1,000 bunker systems,
weapons and food caches. His leadership was most vividly
demonstrated during the Battle of Binh Ba on 6 June 1969,
where he coordinated infantry, armoured, artillery and aerial
forces over a brutal two-day engagement. For his skilful

leadership, he was awarded the Distinguished Service Order.
He concluded his command in 1970, leading his battalion in a
march through Sydney.

Colin’s distinguished career continued well beyond the
battlefield. In 1986, he retired from the Australian Army as a
Brigadier, closing a remarkable chapter of military leadership.
From 1986 to 1995, he served as Director of Careers
Development and Assessment with the Australian Federal
Police, helping guide future generations of officers, and later
worked as a consultant to the New South Wales Police Force.

In recognition of his enduring commitment to veterans and
remembrance, Colin was appointed a Member of the Order of
Australia in the 2010 Queen’s Birthday Honours list. The award
acknowledged his work developing memorials commemorating
the Korean and Vietnam conflicts, as well as his support of
ex-service organisations. His contribution was also recognised
internationally in 2021, when he received the Seongnyu Medal,
an Order of Civil Merit from South Korea. Together, these
honours reflect a lifetime dedicated to service in uniform and to
ensuring the sacrifices of others would never be forgotten. Colin
and his wife Pat, who he met during his time at Scots, have two
sons who have both served with the Australian Federal Police
and two daughters who have pursued successful careers in
nursing, farming and hospitality.

Sources: The Australians at War Film Archive and
The Scots College Researcher, Dr Mark Hutchinson

Colin returns to Australia

by sea after being wounded
while serving in Korea.

Credit: Australian War Memorial
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Every Scots boy knows the
folklore of the 1993 Centenary
1st XV Rugby premiership,

but few stood at the absolute
epicenter of that historic

win — and remain the face

of it today — like team

captain and loosehead prop
Scott Webster ('93).

Webster led his side to a legendary
deciding victory over St Joseph’s College
in front of a record-breaking crowd of
over 10,000 fans. The magnitude of the
triumph was so significant that the ABC
produced a special ten-minute feature
on the event, coincidentally anchored by
Steve Robilliard ('74).

While that star-studded side produced
Wallaby, Tom Bowman (’94), many
others achieved greatness beyond

the field. Among them was the

team’s captain and loosehead prop,
Scott Webster ('93). His presence
remains a campus fixture via the iconic
dining room photograph of him towering
over the Joeys’ captain, an image that
surely would have gone ‘viral’ had the
technology of 1993 allowed it.

For Scott, a Royle House Boarder with
deep Scottish roots, the match was

a defining chapter. He recalls the
immense weight of expectation that
came with leading the 1st XV Rugby
team during the College’s centenary.
The pageantry, fuelled by the stirring
sound of the pipes and the collective
spirit of the Scots community, formed
the foundation of his character.

Following graduation, Scott played for
Easts Rugby and earned a spotina
powerhouse Australian Under 21 side
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Scott Webster (’93) working as a flight paramedic for Aspen Medical along
the north coast and Pilbara region of Western Australia.




Captain of the 1st XV Rugby team, Scott Webster, towers above James Cummins of
St Joseph’s College in 1993.

that defeated the Junior All Blacks.

This success secured him a contract
with the 1995 champion Queensland
Reds, where he played alongside icons
like John Eales and Tim Horan. Due to
otherinjuries in the squad, Scott was
given a start. He seized the opportunity
and played every game of the season —
eventually earning a four-year deal.

However, his most significant ‘sliding
doors’ moment occurred off the ball
during a training session at Ballymore
Stadium. When an 11 year old boy ran
towards the team pleading for help

for his dying father, Scott, drawing on
his surf lifesaving background and
Bronze Medallion training, immediately
stepped forward. He and the Reds’
physiotherapist performed CPR on

the man who was in cardiac arrest, for
20 minutes until paramedics arrived.
The man made a remarkable recovery,
and Scott realised his true calling was in
saving lives rather than scoring tries.

Inspired by this encounter, Scott let his

Reds contract lapse to pursue a careerin
paramedicine. By 2000, he had qualified
as an Intensive Care Paramedic with the

NSW Ambulance service. Seeking the
ultimate challenge, he joined the elite
Special Casualty Access Team (SCAT),
the ambulance service’s equivalent of
special forces. Following a demanding,
paramilitary-style selection course,

he took on the service’s highest-risk
operations. His role with SCAT required
a unique blend of medical expertise and
technical rescue capability, including
alpine and cave rescues, helicopter
deployments and support during
high-risk police incidents where firearm
injuries were a constant threat.

Scott later reached the pinnacle of his
career as a Motorcycle Response Unit
Intensive Care Paramedic in the Sydney
CBD. Operating as a solo first responder,
he was frequently first on the scene at
the city’s most volatile emergencies.
Tasked with stabilising patients and
controlling chaotic environments before
backup arrived, his time on the frontline
saw him handle everything from violent
domestic disputes and police call-outs
to the delicate task of delivering babies
in unpredictable circumstances.

Forthe past decade, Scott has

operated at the forefront of aeromedical
retrieval with the Royal Flying Doctor
Service. Working across both helicopters
and fixed-wing aircraft, he delivers
intensive care in some of the most
remote and unforgiving environments

in Australia. His current role demands
winching into canyons, retrieving
survivors from life rafts at sea, and
managing critically ill patients within

the confined space of an aircraft cabin.
Scott has also supported Australian
Defence Force operations, including
international retrieval missions,
repatriating injured Australians from
locations like Bali and across the Pacific.

Reflecting on his journey, Scott credits
Scots with instilling the discipline and
camaraderie that formed his foundation.
However, his extraordinary career
remains a product of his own resilience
and the courageous decision to trade
the stadium lights for a life of service.
Today, Scott continues to exemplify the
Scots spirit, proving that the lessons
learnt on the rugby pitch can lead to a
lifetime of profound impact.
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Six Scots skiff sailors recently traded local
waters for the international stage, conquering
a massive career milestone at the 2ger Asian
Championships in Hong Kong.

This high-octane exposure to elite regional competition was
made possible thanks to the visionary support of alumnus
Seng Huang Lee ("92) and his SHK Scallywag Foundation.

Long before backing the next generation of Scots talent,

Seng Huang was making his own mark at Bellevue Hill. A versatile
standout during his time at the College, he represented Scots in
1sts Rifle Shooting (1990-1991) and showcased his sharp wit in
the 1990 AAGPS Debating tournament.

An outstanding scholar, Seng Huang was Dux of both the
Preparatory School in 1986 and the College in 1992. He decided
to leave The University of Sydney after only a year, where he
had been studying law and commerce. Instead, he devoted his
time to building an international business career. Since 2007,
Seng Huang has led Sun Hung Kai & Co, guiding its evolution
into a global investment group.

Seng Huang’s connection to offshore racing began in
childhood, watching the fleet depart each Boxing Day for the
Sydney to Hobart Yacht Race. In 2016, he acquired a 100-foot
supermaxi and named her SHK Scallywag after establishing the
SHK Scallywag campaign. SHK Scallywag has since competed
consistently at the highest level, including a third line honours
finish in the 2025 race. In 2017, he also backed the first Hong
Kong entry in the Volvo Ocean Race, winning the Melbourne to
Hong Kong leg.
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In 2019, Seng Huang established the SHK Scallywag Foundation
to broaden access to sailing in Hong Kong and to challenge
perceptions of the sport as inaccessible or elitist. The Foundation
removes key barriers by fully funding selected students’
participation. It operates a ‘one-for-one’ sponsorship model,
under which each privately funded participant enables another
young person from a disadvantaged background to take part.

The Foundation supports students beyond introductory
experiences, funding talented sailors for progression into the
Scallywag Development Squad and providing some with a
potential vocational pathway within the maritime industry.

Connor Hood (Year 11), Joshua Duncan-Andrews (Year 12), Toby Yuen
(Year 8), Kai Lawson (Year 11), Mac Darlington (Year 6, Brighton Prep)
and Andrew Allt-Graham (Year 11) in Hong Kong.



With the Boarding spirit on show at this
year’s Yass Picnic Races, there was no better
way to celebrate and raise much needed
funds for the Scots Boarding community.

It was great to see such a strong turnout at the Races in late
February, with over 100 current and past parents as well as
0Old Boys from across the years coming together.

The Scots marquee was easily the most popular spot on the
day, making it a perfect way to celebrate the 125th anniversary
of one of the oldest country races in the nation and raise
awareness of the great work done by the Boarding Bursary
Foundation to keep Boarding thriving at the College.

A big thanks to the Boarding Bursary Committee, particularly
Sarah Atkinson, Patricia Barber, Melissa Bowman and

Bee Burnett, as well as the College’s Alumni and Community
Development Manager, David Burnett (o1) on behalf of the
Scots Alumni Office, for doing such an incredible job of bringing
the event together and showcasing our Boarding community.

A big thank you also goes to Derek Bush (’86) from Bush Roses,
Tim McMullen (’80) from Borambola Winery & Estate,

Blake Walker ("91) from Bell River Beef, Hugh and Alice Clarke
and Duncan (*89) and Alison Milling for their kind donations to
the day.

Visit the Scots website to learn more about the Boarding
Bursary Foundation and its goals for supporting Boarding at
Scots: www.scots.college/growing-fine-young-men.

Rob Tuck (’83)
The Scots College Boarding Bursary Foundation — President

1. Almost 100 Old Boys, parents and past parents gather in the
Scots OBU marquee to raise funds for the Boarding Bursary
Foundation Endowment Fund.

2. Charlie Burnett (’17), Ripley Atkinson (’17), Ben Simpson,
Tom Hersee and Grace Gerahy celebrating the 125th anniversary
of the Yass Picnic Races.

3. Past parents and enthusiastic supporters of the Boarding Bursary
Foundation, Elizabeth ‘Bee’ Burnett, Warwick Waugh (’86) and
Peter Shannon (’64).

4. Boarding Bursary Foundation President, Rob Tuck (’83), thanks
everyone for their support at the Yass Picnic Races.

-
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David ‘Taffy’ Thomas (’49), Rob Barbour (’73),
David Bruce (*73) and Tony Dowe (*51) discussing Scots
through the years at the 2025 Vintage Lunch.
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The 2025 Vintage Lunch returned to Royal Sydney Golf Club this year. The Club, once again,
did an outstanding job in making sure the catering and facilities were top rate, as we have

become used to over the years.

We had about 180 in attendance who enjoyed the opportunity

to catch up with their old schoolmates and hear some interesting
and entertaining speeches. Unfortunately, our oldest Old Boy
John Ryrie (’42), who turned 101 in October 2025, accepted an
invitation but at the last moment decided he wasn’t up to it.

The guests enjoyed participating in a new innovation with a
lucky seating prize. Everyone searched for the lucky prize under
their seat, only to find that one didn’t exist and the explanation
was that because of our Scottish heritage there was no prize!

The highlight of the lunch was sports journalist

Sam Bruce’s ("o4) interview with Wallaby Andrew Kellaway (*13).
It was fitting that Andrew’s grandfather David (’51) was at the
lunch and interesting that both Andrew and David had won the
Honour Cap in their final year.

Those attending the lunch certainly appreciated Sam’s skill
as an interviewer and Andrew’s willingness to reveal his
life story ‘warts and all’. From his time at Scots to the
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Northampton Saints, the Melbourne Rebels, the NSW Waratahs
and his well-earned selection with the Wallabies for whom he
has been selected 49 times.

David Bruce (’75), Colin Duke (’65) and Peter Howarth (’58) with Principal,
Drlan PM Lambert.



Principal, Drlan PM Lambert, spoke about the inaugural
Scots Tattoo held in 2025, which he described as one of the
most spectacular events in the College’s history. Other than
highlighting the opening of the John Cunningham Student
Centre, the Tattoo featured some 500 performers and
celebrated 125 years of the Pipes and Drums. The Pipes and
Drums also had the honour of performing before His Majesty
King Charles Il during its tour of Scotland.

| have had the privilege of being your Event Coordinator for the
last three years and have thoroughly enjoyed the opportunity
it has given me to meet so many Old Boys. | am delighted that
Warwick Pilcher (63) and Marshall White ('68) are taking over
and | know they will make sure this special luncheon continues
to be a success.

This year the Vintage Lunch will be held on Tuesday 1 December
so please save the date and | look forward to catching up with
everyone then.

Peter Howarth OAM (’58)
Vintage Lunch Event Coordinator

. The ‘1975/1976 table’ with special guests Sam Bruce ("o4) and

Andrew Kellaway (’13).

. Old Boys from the Class of 1960, Chris Sanford, John Godfrey and

Frank Hodgkinson.

. The ‘1965 table’ with table captain, lan White (’63) in the centre.
. Robert McGregor (’56) and Tony Gall (’57) in conversation at the

2025 Vintage Lunch.

. Tony Dowe catching up with Michael Sneddon for the first time

in 40 years at the Vintage Lunch, alongside Peter Theodore —
all classmates of 1951.

. John Young (’50), Brett Young (’75) with lan Kellaway (’76) at the

2025 Vintage Lunch.

. Gary Dale with Jim Friend, Robert Richards, Richard Sands and

Stephen White from the Class of 1968.
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Steven ‘Paddo’
Patterson (’84)

VALE

Steven ‘Paddo’ Patterson (’84), passed away
on 28 December 2025 after a six-month
battle with non-Hodgkin lymphoma.

Afounding member of the Old Boys’ Union (OBU) Pipes and
Drums, an OBU Committee Member and a devoted member of
the College community, his passing is a profound loss to all
who knew him and to the wider Scots family.

When the OBU Pipes and Drums formed in 1993 to mark

the College’s centenary, Paddo was there. His energy and
determination were instrumental in establishing an enduring
tradition, with the band’s appearance in the Sydney Anzac Day
Parade now an annual highlight of the Old Boys’ calendar.

Three decades on, Paddo’s enthusiasm and unwavering belief
in the band drove the campaign to send the OBU Pipes and
Drums to Edinburgh in 2023, marking the soth anniversary of
the College’s historic 1973 visit. That journey continued this
year with the OBU Pipes and Drums travelling to the Royal
Nova Scotia International Tattoo in June.

Beyond his achievements, Paddo will be fondly remembered
for his generosity, humility and the time he gave freely to
those who sought his guidance. He leaves behind a legacy
felt not just in music, but in the people he helped along

the way. It is a legacy the band will continue to honour with
every performance.

Steven is survived by his wife Justine, son David ("20) and
daughterIsobel.

Our love, thoughts and prayers are with his family, his
bandmates, and all who knew him.

Vale Paddo.

Written by Graham Robinson, OBU Pipe Major
and close friend.

1. Steven Patterson (’84) with his nephew William (°22) after
Remembrance Day in 2022.

2. Steven with his wife, Justine and son David (’20), after performing
with the NSW Police Pipe Band at a Government House parade.
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Stanley Roth (*71)

My late brother Stanley Roth ("71) commenced his Scots
journey at Horsham in 1959 and graduated in 1971 as

Dux of the College aeq.

During those 13 years, he was
distinguished by an outstanding
academic record, though his

sporting achievements should not go
unrecognised. One of his proudest
trophies was the mounted ball he
received for a hat-trick playing for the
Preparatory School’s 1st XI Cricket team
—a love of cricket that possibly led to a
lifelong love of golf.

Stanley completed a Commerce

Law degree at the University of

New South Wales, practised law at
Blake Dawson Waldron and became a
partnerin 1984. In 1991, we both left our
respective careers to join the property
development business founded by our
late father. This began an enjoyable
34-year partnership that saw the
business grow successfully.

As Rabbi Wolff said in his eulogy,
Stanley, despite promising to slow
down, loved his work, colleagues, office
life and community, maintaining these
relationships until his last day. Despite
his busy schedule, he could always
squeeze in some golf.

His most successful partnership was
with his wife of 48 years, Charmaine.
Together, they had three children,
[lana, Danielle and Michael, and
eight grandchildren.

Apart from family, business and golf,
Stanley had a restless energy to make
the world better. Driven by a strong
moral compass, he gave not only
financially but also with passion, time
and energy to numerous charities and
organisations within both the Jewish
and wider communities.

According to the College, Stanley
instigated the first Scots Indigenous
Education Program sponsorship. Having
received a Council Entrance Scholarship
to Scots, he wanted to give back to the
College meaningfully.

Events of 7 October 2023, when the

first major Hamas-led attacks on

Israel occurred, and more recently the
Bondi Beach terrorist attack, shook
Stanley to his core. Seeking to improve
community relationships, he became
co-chair of the Australian Mayors Summit
Against Antisemitism in mid-2025.

The outpouring from the community

at Stanley’s sudden and unexpected
passing is testament to the respectin
which he was held. Old Scots classmates
described him as “a man who did so
much to help others”, “the icon for our
Year” and someone with “an exceptional
mind, unerring common sense and
unshakeable standards of behaviour”.
Others recalled his devotion to family,
faith, community and golf, expressing
their shock and sadness at his death.

May his memory be a blessing.

Written by John Roth (°67), brother.

1. Stanley Roth (’71) is remembered for his
exceptional mind and devotion to family,
faith, community and golf.

2. Stanley had an infectious and restless
energy to make the world better.

" xhi" b .
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John Vandervord (’59) was born on 24 April
1942 and died on 17 July 2025. He was a
highly successful student at The Scots
College, from Preparatory School through to
the Leaving Certificate in 1959.

John was Head Prefect, Captain of the Athletic Association of
the Great Public Schools (AAGPS) Premier 1st XV Rugby team,
Head Cadet Under Officer, James Bee House Captain and a
member of the AAGPS premiership Athletics team.

Awarded a Commonwealth Scholarship in the Leaving
Certificate, John entered The University of Sydney as an
aspiring medical student. He was first a student at Royal
Prince Alfred Hospital, where he gained his Bachelor of
Medicine, Bachelor of Surgery in 1965, before undertaking his
residency at Royal North Shore Hospital (RNSH).

John was appointed Surgical Registrarin January 1969 and,
the following year, Professorial Surgical Registrar, serving
from January 1970 to December 1972. He became a Fellow of
the Royal Australasian College of Surgeons in 1972.

In 1973, John joined the Australian Surgical Team at Bién Hoa
in South Vietnam. He then travelled to France, where he
commenced plastic surgery training in 1976. He worked in
the United Kingdom, firstly at St Andrew’s Hospital, Essex,
and then at Canniesburn Hospital, Glasgow, where he was a
consultant from 1981 to 1982.
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John Vanervord (’59) living life to the
fullest, on the day of his daughter Chloe’s
wedding in Scopello, Sicily in 2022.

John returned to Australia in 1982, taking up positions as
Visiting Medical Officer at Royal North Shore Hospital and
The Children’s Hospital, Camperdown, which later relocated
to Westmead.

During his long surgical career, John received many awards
and commendations. In 2006, he was awarded Member
Etranger, Académie Nationale de Chirurgie in France. He also
undertook more than 20 trips as a volunteer member of an
Interplast plastic surgery team to Pacific nations, including
Bouganville and the Solomon Islands.

John made annual trips to France to learn ear reconstruction
techniques. He helped establish the Craniofacial and
Microtia Units at The Children’s Hospital at Westmead.

His commitment to burns patients was recognised in the
naming of the Burns Unit at RNSH as the John Vandervord
Burns Unit.

John enjoyed sailing his old timber sloop, Mary Franklin, in
Royal Sydney Yacht Squadron Friday Twilight races with his
longtime crew of friends and family. He loved sharing wine
with family and friends and, in later years, became involved
in olive oil production with his wife Robin, their daughters Elle
and Chloe, and their husbands.

John died suddenly and unexpectedly in Lille, France, after a
marvellous family holiday in Greece and France.

Written by his wife, Mrs Robin Vandervord, and life-long
friends, Chas O’Neil (’59) and Barry Edwards (’59).



Mike Downey (°56)

Mike Downey (’56) a proud Scots Old Boy and former President of the Old Boys’ Union,
passed away on 16 August 2025 after a short illness.

Mike grew up in Vaucluse, with his
brother Dave (’61) who also attended
Scots. At Scots, Mike was a Senior Cadet
Under Officer, a Sub Prefect, rowed in
the 3rd IV in the Head of the River and
played rugby.

Mike had a successful careerin
advertising, working at Lintas:Australia
before setting up his own firm,

James Stedman Advertising which he
led for more than 20 years. A Jaguar car
enthusiast and Jaguar Club Life Member,
Mike’s pride and joy were his XK120s.

As a military historian, Mike led

guided tours at the Victoria Barracks in
Paddington. He was also an avid military
medal collector and co-founder of the
Orders and Medals Research Society in
Australia, as well as a member of the

1st Commando Regiment.

Mike enjoyed travelling both in Australia
and overseas. He had an extensive
network of friends and always enjoyed
time spent with his fellow Scots annual
Vintage Lunch guests and Old Boys of
the College.

Mike is survived by his wife of more
than 60 years, Pamela, and their three
children, Michael (°83), Ryan ('99) and
Nickey. He was a loving grandfather
to Amy, Sophie, Georgia, Lucinda and
Charlotte. He will be missed by many.
Strike swiftly, the pipes are playing,
Sleep, Dearie, Sleep.

Written by son Mike (’83) and family.

1. Mike with his five granddaughters in 2023.
2. Mike Downey (’56), stroke of the 3rd IV in 1956, training for the Head of the River.
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Mr George Beverley

The College community deeply mourns the
passing of former Housemaster and Coach,
Mr George Beverley, on 10 March.

Raised in Randwick alongside his two siblings, under the care

of parents Phyllis and George, George attended Sydney Boys
High School and graduated from The University of Sydney before
joining Scots as a member of staff. For three decades (from
February 1961 to December 1991), George was a pillar of Bellevue
Hill, dedicating his life to shaping generations of Scots boys.

A remarkably versatile educator, he taught across multiple
disciplines, including Mathematics, Science, Chemistry,
Geography and Geology. He was also a cornerstone of the
Boarding community, starting as Assistant Housemaster of
Macintyre House in 1961 before serving with great distinction
as Royle Housemaster from 1971 to 1981.

George’s passion for Co-Curricular life left an indelible

mark. A legendary figure in Athletic Association of the Great
Public Schools (AAGPS) Sports, he served multiple stints as
Master in Charge (MIC) of Cricket. As Coach of the 1st XI Cricket
team across two highly successful eras (1967 to 1982 and 1989
t0 1990), he cemented his name in the College history books,
holding the record for coaching four of the ten Scots 1st XI
Cricket teams to win an AAGPS Premiership.

His sporting influence extended far beyond the pitch; he
coached 2nd XV Rugby (1965 to 1968), championed Squash
and Soccer and represented the College as an AAGPS delegate.
His leadership culminated in his appointment as Senior Master
Extracurricular from 1985 to 1991.

Above all, George was a devoted family man. He is survived
by his partner, Cynthia, his children David and Polly,
six grandchildren and two great-grandchildren.

Scots extends its deepest condolences to the Beverley family
and to the generations of alumni, colleagues and friends
whose lives were enriched by George’s mentorship, wisdom
and enduring dedication.

. MrGeorge Beverley, seated centre, with the 1989 AAGPS
Premiership-winning 1st Xl Cricket team — his fourth AAGPS win as
Cricket Coach.

. Housemaster, Mr Beverley with Royle House in 1975, winners of the

House Athletics and Swimming trophies.

. MrBeverley at the Class of 1973’s 40-year reunion, held in 2013.

“My teammates and | were fortunate enough to have Mr Beverley as our coach, and it was in that environment that his
greatest qualities shone ... His support and confidence in our team played a significant role in our success on the cricket
field. From going through the 14A season undefeated in 1985 to becoming AAGPS 1st XI Premiers in 1989, he helped build
not only successful teams but also young men with confidence, resilience and belief in themselves.”

Captain of Cricket and Honour Cap Recipient, Duncan Gordon (‘89)
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Worthy of Our Forefathers!

It is.not unL.Jsual ]‘o.r Scots.Old Boys to make SHARKTAK AT COOGEE

their mark in theirimmediate community,
chosen career or sport.

Recently three fine young men demonstrated initiative,
dedication, courage and bravery. Their achievements are
real-life examples of the College’s Brave Hearts Bold Minds
philosophy of education in action.

The College and the Old Boys’ Union are immensely proud to
see our alumni making such a positive contribution to the lives
of others and wider society.

Accidental stage star

The Hero

In a display of heroic bravery at Coogee Beach,

Charlie Verco ('19) risked his own safety to rescue a woman
from a great white shark attack and bring her safely to shore.
Source: The Sun Herald, 14 June 2026

The email that created a Swan

*!.--

£uhm’m g

When the pianist felllll before La La Land in
Cancart’s openng nght, tudent Sterfing Na<a
steppad out of the audience mows pact s

! uuﬂ:mulmuuwuﬁdpuhn-au-:aﬂl.u--mou'ut wobi Syney favas fiCiimal bo
VP PSR SR In 2024, rugby prodigy Harry Kyle emaided the Swans asking for
atry-oul Today he makes his debut against Bichmond. srortracras
i el et
The Musician st -
Showing a very different form of courage, Sterling Nasa (’22) The Footballer
stepped directly out of the audience at the ICC Sydney theatre
to play keyboard in front of thousands after the regular Harry Kyle ("25) proved that initiative and dedication can
La La Land stage show musician went home sick. fast-track your dreams when he debuted for the Sydney Swans at

Source: The Sydney Morning Herald, 30 May 2026 just 19 years old. Source: The Sydney Morning Herald, 1 June 2026
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