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Our 2023 HSC Achievers

Dear College Community 

It was wonderful to be able to celebrate the achievements of our 
Class of 2023 at the Middle School and Senior School Speech Night 
and the Year 12 Formal in recent weeks, and today, I am pleased 
to be presenting our HSC and Senior School Achievements 2023 
highlights package. 

Across all areas of College life – Academic, Co-Curricular and 
Sport, this year group has performed incredibly well. Of course, 
true success is not only measured by marks, victories or status. 
True success is concerned with the kind of person one becomes 
and the positive impact one makes in the world. I am confident 
that these young men have a firm foundation in which to continue 
to learn, lead and serve in their communities, workplaces 
and families. 

These achievements would not be possible without the hard 
work, dedication and support of our staff, parents and broader 
community. Most importantly, this would not be possible without 
the effort, teamwork and determination of the 2023 Year 12 cohort. 

I am confident that these young men have 
a firm foundation in which to continue to 
learn, lead and serve in their communities, 
workplaces and families. 

At The Scots College, we value The Quest for Excellence and 
Leadership Through Teams. There are many boys whose names 
and images do not appear in this publication who have achieved 
personal and team excellence by serving in the Chapel choir, 
playing in a sporting team, achieving a rank in Cadets or working 
very diligently to get their best ATAR. Congratulations, you are all 
part of this story of excellence. 

Scots to the fore!

Dr Ian PM Lambert 
Principal
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2023 Scots High Performers

The College does not receive formal notifications of ATAR results but there is a tradition of boys sharing their successes with the College.  
The information presented was correct at the time of publication. If you have an update please let the College know, and the publication will be updated.

Archer Pullen
Subjects: Ancient History, 
Chemistry, English Advanced, 
History Extension, Mathematics 
Advanced, Mathematics 
Extension 1, Modern History

Luke Forman
Subjects: Chemistry, English 
Advanced, Mathematics 
Extension 1, Mathematics 
Extension 2, Physics

Felix Pham
Subjects: Chemistry, English 
Advanced, Mathematics 
Extension 1, Mathematics 
Extension 2, Physics, 
Science Extension

Hongyi (Stanley) Liu
Subjects: Chemistry, English 
Advanced, Mathematics 
Extension 1, Mathematics 
Extension 2, Physics, Visual Arts

Jack Beck
Subjects: Business Studies, 
Chemistry, English Advanced, 
History Extension, Mathematics 
Advanced, Mathematics Extension 1, 
Modern History

Oscar Head
Subjects: Business Studies, 
Chemistry, Economics, English 
Advanced, Mathematics Advanced, 
Mathematics Extension 1 

William Liu
Proxime Accessit to the Dux
Subjects: Chemistry, English 
Advanced, Latin Continuers, 
Latin Extension, Mathematics 
Extension 1, Mathematics 
Extension 2, Physics

99.95 ATAR

99.70 ATAR

Yurun (David) Wang
Dux of the College
Subjects: Chemistry, English 
Advanced, Latin Continuers, 
Mathematics Extension 1, 
Mathematics Extension 2, Physics

99.95 ATAR

99.55 ATAR

99.90 ATAR

99.35 ATAR

99.70 ATAR

98.95 ATAR
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2023 Scots High Performers

The College does not receive formal notifications of ATAR results but there is a tradition of boys sharing their successes with the College.  
The information presented was correct at the time of publication. If you have an update please let the College know, and the publication will be updated.

Andrew Tan
Subjects: Chemistry, English 
Advanced, Mathematics 
Extension 1, Mathematics 
Extension 2, Physics

Leo Broadhurst
Subjects: Economics, English 
Advanced, Mathematics 
Extension 1, Mathematics 
Extension 2, Physics

Aayan Jagavkar
Subjects: Chemistry, 
English Advanced, Mathematics 
Extension 1, Mathematics 
Extension 2, Physics

Kevin Yu
Subjects: Chemistry, Economics, 
English Advanced, Mathematics 
Advanced, Mathematics 
Extension 1, Physics

Michael Li
Subjects: Biology, Chemistry, 
English Advanced, 
Mathematics Extension 1, 
Mathematics Extension 2

Jehiel Pather
Subjects: Chemistry, Economics, 
English Advanced, Mathematics 
Advanced, Mathematics 
Extension 1, Physics, 
Science Extension

Douglas (Doug) Lewis
Subjects: Business Studies, 
English Advanced, Geography, 
History Extension, Mathematics 
Advanced, Modern History

Jordan Heydt
Subjects: Business Studies, 
Chemistry, English Standard, 
Mathematics Advanced, 
Mathematics Extension 1, Physics

98.95 ATAR

98.80 ATAR

98.90 ATAR

98.80 ATAR

98.90 ATAR

98.65 ATAR

98.85 ATAR

98.25 ATAR
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The College does not receive formal notifications of ATAR results but there is a tradition of boys sharing their successes with the College.  
The information presented was correct at the time of publication. If you have an update please let the College know, and the publication will be updated.

Manoli Macarounas
Subjects: Biology, English 
Advanced, English Extension 1, 
Mathematics Extension 1, 
Mathematics Extension 2, 
Modern History

Ruben Mead
Subjects: Business Studies, 
Chemistry, English Advanced, 
Mathematics Advanced, 
Mathematics Extension 1, Physics

Julian Podgornik
Subjects: Chemistry, 
English Advanced, Mathematics 
Extension 1, Mathematics 
Extension 2, Physics

Jack Ruming
Subjects: Chemistry, English 
Advanced, Mathematics 
Advanced, Mathematics 
Extension 1, Modern History, 
Studies of Religion 1

Rory O’Keefe
Subjects: Chemistry, English 
Advanced, English Extension 1, 
English Extension 2, 
Mathematics Extension 1, 
Mathematics Extension 2, Music 1

Max Hebblethwaite
Subjects: Economics, English 
Advanced, English Extension 
1, English Extension 2, History 
Extension, Modern History,  
Visual Arts

Misha (Michael) Fry
Subjects: Chemistry, English 
Advanced, Mathematics 
Extension 1, Mathematics 
Extension 2, PDHPE, Physics

Martin Lo
Subjects: Biology, Chemistry, 
English Advanced, Mathematics 
Extension 1, Mathematics 
Extension 2, Physics

98.25 ATAR

97.90 ATAR

98.20 ATAR

97.80 ATAR

98.10 ATAR

97.50 ATAR

98.05 ATAR

97.50 ATAR

2023 Scots High Performers
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2023 Scots High Performers

The College does not receive formal notifications of ATAR results but there is a tradition of boys sharing their successes with the College.  
The information presented was correct at the time of publication. If you have an update please let the College know, and the publication will be updated.

Edward Black
Subjects: Biology, Business 
Studies, English Advanced, 
Mathematics Advanced, 
Spanish Beginners

Oliver Rouse
Subjects: Chemistry, English 
Advanced, English Extension 1, 
English Extension 2, Mathematics 
Extension 1, Mathematics 
Extension 2, PDHPE

Rio Yu
Subjects: Chemistry, English as 
an Additional Language/Dialect, 
Mathematics Extension 1, 
Mathematics Extension 2, Physics

Iwo Ellis
Subjects: English Advanced, 
French Continuers, Mathematics 
Advanced, Mathematics 
Extension 1, Modern History, 
Studies of Religion 1

Scott Huang
Subjects: Chemistry, English 
Advanced, English Extension 1, 
Mathematics Extension 1, 
Mathematics Extension 2, Music 1

Finn O’Neill
Subjects: Drama, Economics, 
English Advanced, History 
Extension, Mathematics Advanced, 
Modern History

Oliver Lake
Subjects: Business Studies, 
Chemistry, Chinese Continuers, 
Chinese Extension, English 
Advanced, Mathematics Advanced, 
Mathematics Extension 1

Jack Levinson
Subjects: Business Studies, 
Earth and Environmental Studies, 
English Advanced, Legal Studies, 
Mathematics Standard 2

97.40 ATAR

96.75 ATAR

97.20 ATAR

96.70 ATAR

97.10 ATAR

96.70 ATAR

96.80 ATAR

96.60 ATAR
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The College does not receive formal notifications of ATAR results but there is a tradition of boys sharing their successes with the College.  
The information presented was correct at the time of publication. If you have an update please let the College know, and the publication will be updated.

Mateus Heslin
Subjects: Engineering Studies, 
English Advanced, Mathematics 
Extension 1, Mathematics 
Extension 2, PDHPE, Physics

Jeremy Lau
Subjects: Ancient History, 
Economics, English Advanced, 
English Extension 1, 
History Extension, Mathematics 
Advanced, Mathematics Extension 1

Archibald (Archie) Taylor
Subjects: Business Studies, 
Chemistry, Economics, English 
Advanced, Mathematics Advanced

Oliver Sullivan
Subjects: Business Studies, 
Chemistry, Economics, 
English Advanced, Mathematics 
Advanced, Mathematics Extension 1

Troy Kazal
Subjects: Chemistry, English 
Advanced, French Continuers, 
Mathematics Advanced, 
Mathematics Extension 1, 
Modern History

Thomas Bullock
Subjects: Agriculture, Economics, 
English Advanced, Mathematics 
Advanced, Modern History

Mason O’Brien
Subjects: Business Studies, 
Economics, English Advanced, 
Mathematics Advanced, 
Mathematics Extension 1, Physics

Cooper Stewart
Subjects: Design and Technology, 
Economics, English Advanced, 
Mathematics Advanced, 
Mathematics Extension 1, Physics

96.40 ATAR

95.60 ATAR

96.35 ATAR

95.60 ATAR

95.85 ATAR

95.40 ATAR

95.85 ATAR

95.35 ATAR

2023 Scots High Performers
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2023 Scots High Performers

Thomas Whitehead
Subjects: Business Studies, English 
Advanced, Mathematics Advanced, 
Mathematics Extension 1, Physics, 
Software Design and Technology

William (Will) Destro
Subjects: Ancient History, Business 
Studies, Economics, English 
Advanced, Mathematics Advanced, 
Mathematics Extension 1

95.35 ATAR 95.25 ATAR

Impressively, this year 
boys who were awarded 
an ATAR of 95 and above 
increased by 17%

2023

2022

2021

2020

2019

2018

2017

2016

2015
318

233

201

248
272

254

158156
176

Number of Band 6 Results Awarded to Scots Boys
36% increase on the number of Band 6s awarded to Scots boys compared to last year.
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2023 Scots State High Achievers

Yurun (David) Wang 
Dux of the College
2nd in Chemistry
3rd in Mathematics Extension 2

William Liu
Proxime Accessit to the Dux
2nd in Latin Extension
5th in Mathematics Extension 2

Douglas (Doug) Lewis
11th in Modern History

Archer Pullen
9th in History Extension
19th in Modern History

Students that have placed top 20 in their subjects across New South Wales. 

7 awards
3 more than last year.
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Scots Boys Awarded Band 6
Compared to the state average

HSC 2023 – Highlights
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Scots ranks 51 again after 

beating its 10 year average of 65.

Sydney Morning Herald HSC Ranking Top 100 Schools
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Top Performing Courses 2023
State versus Scots Bands 5 and 6 combined 
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Proportion of Boys in Top Two Bands by Subject
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90%100% 75%80%

Ancient History
Mathematics Advanced

English Advanced

An astounding result! Each Scots boy 
received an impressive Band 5 or 6 across 
these 12 subjects.
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Most Improved Scots’ Courses from 2022 to 2023
The following courses have seen significant improvements in the combined number of Bands 5 and 6 awarded to Scots boys  
compared to the previous year.

2022 Bands 5 and 6

2023 Bands 5 and 6
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HSC Trend Results: 
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The number of boys who earned their 
Gold Duke of Edinburgh’s Award.

20
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Premier’s All-round Achievers
To be selected on the Premier’s List, a student must achieve a Band 6 in at least ten units of study. 
For most students, this means achieving at the highest level in all of their selected subjects.

Outstanding Achievements

Edward Black
Subjects: Biology, Business 
Studies, English Advanced, 
Mathematics Advanced, 
Spanish Beginners

Oscar Head
Subjects: Business Studies, 
Chemistry, Economics, English 
Advanced, Mathematics Advanced, 
Mathematics Extension 1 

Charles (Charlie) Dixon
Subjects: Ancient History, 
Economics, English Advanced, 
Mathematics Advanced, 
Modern History, Studies 
of Religion 1

Jack Beck
Subjects: Chemistry, English 
Advanced, History Extension, 
Mathematics Advanced, 
Mathematics Extension 1, 
Modern History

Luke Forman
Subjects: Chemistry, English 
Advanced, Mathematics 
Extension 1, Mathematics 
Extension 2, Physics

Leo Broadhurst
Subjects: Economics, English 
Advanced, Mathematics 
Extension 1, Mathematics 
Extension 2, Physics

Max Hebblethwaite
Subjects: Ancient History, 
Economics, English Advanced, 
English Extension 1, English 
Extension 2, History Extension, 
Modern History, Visual Arts

Jordan Heydt
Subjects: Business Studies, 
Chemistry, English Standard, 
Mathematics Advanced, 
Mathematics Extension 1, Physics

Douglas (Doug) Lewis
Subjects: Business Studies, English 
Advanced, Geography, History 
Extension, Mathematics Advanced, 
Modern History

William Liu
Proxime Accessit to the Dux
Subjects: Chemistry, English 
Advanced, Latin Continuers, 
Latin Extension, Mathematics 
Extension 1, Mathematics 
Extension 2, Physics

Aayan Jagavkar
Subjects: Chemistry, 
English Advanced, Mathematics 
Extension 1, Mathematics 
Extension 2, Physics

Hongyi (Stanley) Liu
Subjects: Chemistry, English 
Advanced, Mathematics 
Extension 1, Mathematics 
Extension 2, Physics, Visual Arts
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Premier’s All-round Achievers
To be selected on the Premier’s List, a student must achieve a Band 6 in at least ten units of study. For most students, this means achieving at 
the highest level in all of their selected subjects.

Outstanding Achievements

Archer Pullen
Subjects: Ancient History, 
Chemistry, English Advanced, 
History Extension, Mathematics 
Advanced, Mathematics 
Extension 1, Modern History

Felix Pham
Subjects: Chemistry, English 
Advanced, Mathematics 
Extension 1, Mathematics 
Extension 2, Physics, 
Science Extension

Jack Ruming
Subjects: Chemistry, English 
Advanced, Mathematics 
Advanced, Mathematics 
Extension 1, Modern History, 
Studies of Religion 1

Andrew Tan
Subjects: Chemistry, English 
Advanced, Mathematics 
Extension 1, Mathematics 
Extension 2, Physics

Yurun (David) Wang
Dux of the College
Subjects: Chemistry, English 
Advanced, Latin Continuers, 
Mathematics Extension 1, 
Mathematics Extension 2, Physics

55% more boys were selected on 
the Premier’s All-round Achievers list 
than last year. An outstanding result!
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Marques Enari
ENCORE Nomination (Music)
Music 1 (Performance – Piano)

Harvey Faulkner
ENCORE Nomination (Music)
Music 2 (Performance – Guitar)
Music Extension  
(Performance – Guitar)

HSC Showcase Nominations
ENCORE is a program of outstanding performances and compositions by students from the HSC Music examinations held at the  
Sydney Opera House.

Outstanding Achievements

OnSTAGE is a presentation and exhibition of group and individual performances and projects by HSC Drama students. 

Jasper Bisley
OnSTAGE Nomination
Individual Performance – Shadow 
Boxing by James Gaddas

Edward (Ed) Wright 
OnSTAGE Nomination
Individual Performance –  
The Tell-Tale Heart by  
Edgar Allen Poe
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National and International Representatives
The Scots College congratulates our Year 12 students who have represented nationally and internationally in their respective academic, 
co-curricular and sporting areas.

Outstanding Achievements

Jett Austin
Pipes and Drums
New York City Tartan Week

Samuel Carrigan
Pipes and Drums
New York City Tartan Week

Harrison Bathgate
Pipes and Drums
New York City Tartan Week

William (Will) Destro
Public Speaking and Debating
Senior School Ethics Olympiad 
International Finalist

Charlie Dixon
Public Speaking and Debating
Senior School Ethics Olympiad 
International Finalist

Edward Black
Pipes and Drums
New York City Tartan Week

Jack Beck
Public Speaking and Debating
Senior School Ethics Olympiad 
International Finalist

Killian Donovan
Beach Volleyball
Mikasa Cup and National Most 
Valuable Player Award
Volleyball
Commonwealth Games NSW 2023 
Athlete Award

Thomas Bullock
Pipes and Drums
New York City Tartan Week

Jamie Draunidalo
Pipes and Drums
New York City Tartan Week

Iwo Ellis
Pipes and Drums
New York City Tartan Week

Oliver Genner
Snowsports
Australian Interschools  
Snowsport Championships
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National and International Representatives
The Scots College congratulates our Year 12 students who have represented nationally and internationally in their respective academic, 
co-curricular and sporting areas.

Outstanding Achievements

Thomas McCredie
Pipes and Drums
New York City Tartan Week

Charlie McKechnie
Sailing
Australian Secondary Schools 
Teams Racing Championship

Ruben Mead
Snowsports
Australian Interschools  
Snowsport Championships

Darcy Nielson
Sailing
Australian Secondary Schools 
Teams Racing Championship

Callum Maxwell
Pipes and Drums
New York City Tartan Week

Jehiel Pather
Public Speaking and Debating
Senior School Ethics Olympiad 
International Finalist
National Schools Debating 
Championships

Rory O’Keefe
Public Speaking and Debating
Senior School Ethics Olympiad 
International Finalist

Julian Podgornik
Snowsports
Australian Interschools  
Snowsport Championships

Luca Roche
Snowsports
Australian Interschools Snowsport 
Championships

Henry James
Rugby
Australian Barbarians Rugby

Phoenix Johnston
Snowsports
Australian Interschools  
Snowsport Championships

Ethan Kligman
Pipes and Drums
New York City Tartan Week
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National and International Representatives
The Scots College congratulates our Year 12 students who have represented nationally and internationally in their respective academic, 
co-curricular and sporting areas.

Outstanding Achievements

Thomas Whitehead
Sailing
Australian Secondary Schools 
Teams Racing Championship

Lance Willey
Rifle Shooting
Long Range National Titles

Oliver Rouse
Pipes and Drums
New York City Tartan Week

Jensen Soedirdja
Pipes and Drums
New York City Tartan Week

George Treffry
Snowsports
Australian Interschools  
Snowsport Championships

Beau White
Pipes and Drums
New York City Tartan Week

Oliver Vilo
Pipes and Drums
New York City Tartan Week

Henry Whitehead
Pipes and Drums
New York City Tartan Week

Charles (Charlie) Rorke
Pipes and Drums
New York City Tartan Week
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Jehiel Pather

Speaking with a 
Lion’s Heart

As Captain of Debating for 2023, 
Jehiel Pather made a commitment to 
himself and the College to give his best 
to the craft of speech and debating. He 
carried himself with courage, conviction 
and humility. In doing so, he made 
numerous outstanding achievements 
during his time as a member of The Scots 
College Debating program.

In May of this year, Jehiel represented 
New South Wales at the National Schools 
Debating Championships. This prestigious 
appointment means that he is now among 
the ranks of fewer than five Scots boys 
who have had this privilege over the past 
three decades.

Following this, during the Great Public 
Schools (GPS) Debating season, 
Jehiel was selected as a member of the 
GPS Representative 1sts Debating team, 
who went on to win the representative 
competition against Combined Associated 
Schools, NSW Schools and the Association 
of Heads of Independent Girls’ Schools.

Members of The Scots College Debating 
program eagerly await Jehiel’s next 
achievements as a university debater 
and debating coach. We are sure 
he will continue to leave a legacy to 
be remembered.

Xavier McDonald

Real-life Experiences 
Gain Industry 
Advantage
In 2023, Xavier McDonald decided to 
personalise his Year 12 experience 
and pursue his ambition to become a 
mechanic by studying in the Applied 
Entrepreneurship Program. He combined 
his HSC studies, TAFE qualifications and 
practical work experience. In addition 
to gaining industry-specific skills and 
knowledge, Xavier benefited from 
authentic, real-life workplace experiences, 
putting into practice the classroom 
theory of communication, teamwork, 
problem‑solving, strategic thinking 
and creativity.

Xavier knew that his differentiated pathway 
would appeal to present and future 
employers due to the transferable skills 
he would acquire and demonstrated on a 
regular basis. “It was the perfect scenario! 
I had the opportunity to take control of my 
HSC, combine work experience with the 
team at Paul Stewart Automotive Repairs 
and gain my Certificate III in Mechanical 
Technology. The Applied Entrepreneurship 
Program gave me an advantage in that 
I already have the qualifications I will 
need, plus a body of work experience that 
employers are looking for,” Xavier said.

Xavier intends to use his qualifications to 
open further opportunities for study and 
work in engineering and mechanics within 
the mining industry.

Harvey Faulkner

Hard Work and 
Discipline Pays Off

Harvey Faulkner is a fine musician and 
a humble and gracious young man. His 
dedication to his craft, manifested in 
countless hours of disciplined physical 
and mental practice, has resulted in 
acceptance into the prestigious Sydney 
Conservatorium of Music to study Jazz. 
This place was offered after a rigorous 
audition process that rarely affords guitar 
players success straight from school. 

Over recent years at the College, 
Harvey has performed with Big Band 1, 
Impulse! Jazz Combo, Rock Band 1 and 
Chapel ensembles on the guitar, and 
Chamber Strings and the Symphony 
Orchestra on the violin. 

In recognition for his exemplary HSC 
performance program across the Music 2 
and Music Extension courses, Harvey was 
nominated for NSW Education Standards 
Authority’s ENCORE showcase concert.

Outstanding Pathways
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Congratulations, graduating Class of 2023! You have reached this 
milestone, overcome challenges, worked as a team and forged 
friendships. Cherish the knowledge you have gained and continue 
to strive for excellence, but also for kindness and empathy. 
To say how incredibly proud we are of this year’s cohort and their 
impressive results is quite an understatement. Not everyone can 
be publicly recognised but we are delighted by the gains made by 
all boys. The academic leadership shown by this group of fantastic 
young men has reinvigorated the culture in the Senior School 
and encouraged collaboration and support amongst their peers. 
We sincerely thank you for your contribution and I am confident the 
positive impact you have left will be felt for years to come.

Mrs Peta Austin 
Director of Studies (10-12)

Looking back at 2023, we are proud of the hard work the students 
have put into their Co-Curricular activities and the achievements 
they have accomplished throughout the course of the year. 
The exceptional talent, commitment and pursuit of excellence the 
Year 12 boys have put into their final performances at the College 
has been outstanding. We hope they look back at their time, 
participating in Co-Curricular activities, with equal pride, respect 
and appreciation for the skill sets they cultivated over the years 
at Scots. Well done boys! We look forward to seeing your future 
endeavours come to life.

Ms Jeannae Bierstedt 
Director of Co-Curricular

The Class of 2023 successfully modelled student leadership and 
musical expertise to the College community. As leaders both within 
large ensembles and their own groups, they inspired the younger 
boys to achieve greater levels of excellence. What set them apart 
as a year group for me was observing what was happening behind 
the scenes. Day after day they could be found in the Centenary 
Centre before and after school spending countless hours practising 
their instruments — individually and together. They used the sheer 
joy of music making as motivation to inspire each other to success. 
I congratulate these boys on their achievements throughout the 
year, and for their final results, but also on the impressive cultural 
impact they have had on the College as a whole.

Mr Eric Hutchens  
Master In Charge of Music

In 2023 we farewelled our largest Boarding cohort in recent 
history with incredible pride. As a group, they demonstrated 
an exceptional work ethic coupled with kindness and natural 
leadership. Whether it be in the classroom, on the sporting 
field or in their co-curricular pursuits, this group has achieved 
so much and provided exemplary role modelling for those 
Boarders younger than themselves. A huge congratulations to 
our leaders, Head Boarder Prefect, Ned Hufton (Kirkland) and 
his team, including House Captains Harrison Bowman (Aspinall), 
William Worboys (Fairfax), Charles Simpson (Kirkland) and 
William Guilfoyle (Royle).

Mr Justin McInnes  
Director of Boarding

The Class of 2023 had an outstanding final year. This group of boys 
will be remembered for performing at the highest standard in their 
Academic, Sport and Co-Curricular activities throughout their time 
in the Senior School. They will be remembered for the excellence 
that they have displayed and the way they have modelled 
leadership through teams in their approach to preparing for their 
HSC exams. To the Class of 2023, thank you for the way you have 
approached your final year at the College. We wish you all the best 
in your future endeavours. 

Mr Graham Pattison  
Head of Senior School

Congratulations to the Class of 2023 for representing The Scots 
College on the sports field with great distinction in all Athletic 
Association of the Great Public Schools (AAGPS) competitions and 
Academy Sports pursuits. In particular, it was inspiring to see our 
Athletics team win the AAGPS Senior Athletics Premiership shield. 
It would be remiss of me not to thank our excellent Captains of 
Sport for their unwavering commitment and leadership. They were 
led in outstanding fashion by our brilliant Sport Prefect, Iwo Ellis, 
who is the quintessential student athlete. Nelson Mandela 
believed that sport has the power to inspire, unite and change 
the world. Farewell and good luck to our 2023 graduates. 
We look forward to watching you chase your dreams both on and 
off the pitch. You will always be Scots boys and that means you are 
always welcome on the sidelines here at Bellevue Hill.

Mr Brian Smith 
Director of Sport (10-12)

From the Staff
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The Quest for Excellence
In the pursuit of excellence, Leadership Through Teams stands 
as an instrumental force. Creating a culture where academics 
are valued and we are able to harness the collective strength of 
a cohort is imperative as we continue to strive towards each boy 
achieving his academic excellence. In 2023, teachers worked 
tirelessly to craft lessons that motivated and encouraged boys 
to expand their knowledge and move outside their comfort zone. 
Purposeful academic workshops were carefully structured, refining 
examination strategies and consolidating specific subject matter 
to ensure the boys’ readiness for assessments. At the same time, 

positive dispositions such as commitment, perseverance and time 
management that are integral in the classroom were reinforced and 
extended through the excellent Sport and Co-Curricular programs 
on offer. The Scots experience embodies a unique synergy, uniting 
academic pursuits with sports and co-curricular activities, shaping 
the holistic growth of fine young men. 

Mrs Peta Austin 
Director of Studies (10-12)

At the founding of The Scots College in 1893, 130 years ago, the 
moderator of the Presbyterian Church described its teachers as 
those who had won the highest honours in university, knew how to 
teach boys and saw their vocation as “a work of faith, a labour of 
love and a patience of hope”.

In 2023, we continued to invest in our teachers and support staff and 
plan for new and optimal mechanisms to execute in 2024. There are 
a number of staff who have been nominated or won professional 
awards this year with our Head of ScotsX, Dr Hugh Chilton, 
selected as one of the “Most Influential Educators in Australia” 
in The Educator for 2023. This is an incredible achievement 
and a testament to the importance of making real change in a 
school community. Head of Indigenous Education, Ms Justine 
Kolliou received the 2023 IBSC Action Research Award for the 
most outstanding piece of research for her project, My Wounds, 
My Country, My Masculinities: How Mentors can Support Indigenous 
Boys’ Exploration of Masculinity. In addition, many staff undertook 
further study up to the Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) level, with 
presentations delivered at conferences around the world.

Most excitingly, our third cohort of well-trained new Christian 
teachers graduated through the Teaching Schools Alliance Sydney.

Teaching Excellence

Four sta� attained Experienced Teacher 
status with the Association of Independent 
Schools of New South Wales. Scots has had 
a 100% pass rate since 2018.

100%

sta� undertaking
PhD Research3

keynotes, presentations 
or workshop facilitation 
for internal audiences 
and global education and 
academic gatherings.50+

The Scots experience embodies a unique synergy, 
uniting academic pursuits with sports and  
co-curricular activities, shaping the holistic growth  
of fine young men.
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AAGPS Athletics Championships – Premiership
Opens Athletics 4x400m Relay, High Jump, 1500m, 400m – 

 AAGPS Champions
1sts Rifle Shooting WS Josephson Shield – AAGPS 1st place
3rd XV Rugby – AAGPS Premiership (undefeated premiers)
Interdominion Schools Teams Racing Championships 

(1sts team) – Champions
Australian Secondary Schools Sailing Teams Racing – 

National Champions
NSW Secondary Schools Sailing Teams Racing (1sts team) – 

State Champions
NSW/ACT/QLD Interschools Snowsport Championships – 

State Champions
Australian Beach Volleyball – National Champions
Australian Volleyball Schools Cup, Year 10 Honour Division – 

Champions
2nds Volleyball – AAGPS Premiers
Australian School Band and Orchestra Festival, 

Big Band 1 – Gold Award
Pipes and Drums A Band – NSW Pipe Band Champions
Pipes and Drums B Band – NSW Pipe Band Champions
Senior School Ethics Olympiad Regional NSW Heat – 1st place
Eastside Debating Championship – 1st place

2nds Basketball – AAGPS 2nd place
2nd XI Cricket – AAGPS 2nd place 
Cross Country – AAGPS 2nd Place
NSW Rifle Association All Schools – 2nd place
NSW Secondary Schools Sailing Teams Racing 

(2nds team) – Runner-up

1sts Tennis – AAGPS 2nd place 
2nds Tennis – AAGPS 2nd place 
1sts Volleyball – AAGPS 2nd place
2nds Water Polo – AAGPS 2nd place
Sydney Eisteddfod, Blue Note – 2nd place
VEX Robotics National Championships – 2nd place

1sts Basketball – AAGPS 3rd place
1st XI Football – AAGPS 3rd place
1sts Rifle Shooting Buchanan Shield and Rawson Cup – 

AAGPS 3rd place
1st VIII Rowing – AAGPS 3rd place
1sts XV Rugby – AAGPS 3rd place
2nds XV Rugby – AAGPS 3rd place
Table Tennis, NSW Secondary Schoolboys Challenge Cup – 

3rd place
1sts Water Polo – AAGPS 3rd place
Pipes and Drums A Band, World Pipe Band Championships – 

3rd place
Pipes and Drums A Band, Scottish Pipe Band Championships – 

3rd place

Senior School Ethics Olympiad International Final – 5th place

Achieving excellence in 2023 
... and so much more


