
 

 

 

 

Music Scholarship Information 2024 
 

Music is an important and well-established part of life at The Scots College, both within the curriculum and in 

the Co-Curricular Activities programs. The Music Department is proud to offer world class music education 

experiences to boys at all levels of experience and musicianship while providing fulfilling opportunities for elite 

musicians. 

 

The Scots College Music Department ensembles are regular performers in festivals and eisteddfods, often 

claiming prizes and accolades. We have a regular international touring program and enjoy a partnership with 

the University of St Andrews, located in the United Kingdom, for our biennial Summer Music School. In both 

2020 and 2021, the Australian Music Examination Board (AMEB) named The Scots College as a Top 10 Most 

Outstanding Accredited School, nationwide. 

 

Applications are open for the following candidates: 

• Applications for Year 7 2024 Music scholarships are open to current Scots families and new enrolments. 

• Applications for Year 10 2024 Music scholarships are open to new enrolments only. 

 

These scholarships provide full subsidy of music lessons (subject to the approval of the Director of Music) and 

may also attract full or partial remission of academic tuition fees. 

 

Music Scholarship candidates should have achieved a minimum level of: 

• AMEB Grade 5 or equivalent on their primary instrument, if it is piano or a string instrument; or, 

• AMEB Grade 4 or equivalent if it is a woodwind, brass or percussion instrument. 

 

Shortlisted applicants for Music Scholarships will be contacted regarding the time and date of their audition 

two weeks before the scheduled audition date, which will be held in March 2023. 

 

Portfolio Submission 
All Music Scholarship applicants are requested to submit a portfolio by Friday 10 February 2023. This portfolio 

will be reviewed by the Music Department before auditions are offered to shortlisted applicants. Portfolios 

should include: 



 

• a statement from the candidate on ‘why I love music’ 

• reports of recent performance exams (if available) 

• a recent school report 

• a letter of recommendation from an instrumental teacher 

• portfolios may also include recent eisteddfod reports or similar. 

 

Portfolios can be submitted to the Director of Music as an electronic copy via email at music@scots.college or 

as a hard copy by mail to 11a Aston Gardens, Bellevue Hill NSW 2023, attention to The Scots College Music 

Department. 

 

Auditions 
Auditions for shortlisted applicants will be held from March to April 2023. Audition times will be communicated 

two weeks before the audition date. 

 

Candidates should prepare the following: 

• Two contrasting pieces on their primary instrument or one piece per instrument if the candidate would like 

to demonstrate his musical versatility on two or more instruments. The total length of the performance 

repertoire should be under ten minutes.  

• A short unaccompanied song should also be prepared to be sung at the audition. 

 

Additional components to the audition: 

• Sight-reading test, to be performed on the candidate’s primary instrument. 

• Aural skills test. 

• A short, informal interview at the audition with the panel. 

 

Shortlisted candidates will subsequently be invited to interview with the Senior leaders of the College at a later 

date. 

 

For further information regarding specific criteria, please contact Director of Music, Mr Paul Vickers at 

music@scots.college or on 02 9391 7694. 

 

  



 

ACER (CSTP) Examination 
The ACER (CSTP) examination will commence on Saturday 25 February 2023 from 8:30am to 12:00pm at the 

Senior School campus. 

 

Registration 

Scholarship registrations open on Tuesday 27 September 2022 and close at midnight on Monday 6 February 

2023. 

 

All Scholarship candidates must read this information carefully: 

1. Scholarship registration for the ACER (CSTP) examination is to be submitted online at 

http://scholarships.acer.edu.au/intro/1575. Please note pen and paper registrations are not accepted. 

The application fee is $130. 

2. Acknowledgement of receipt of application will come in printable form as part of the online application 

process. 

3. The closing date for registration is Monday 6 February 2023. No late applications will be accepted. 

 

On Examination Day 

The scholarship examination will take place on Saturday 25 February 2023 from 8:30am to 12:00pm at the 

Senior School campus. 

 

Please ensure your son has with him two black or blue pens. There will be a break between exams, so please 

ensure your son brings with him something to eat and water in a clear bottle. Students are also required to 

bring a handkerchief or tissues. 

 

Please note, bags, calculators, mobile phones, scrap paper, books, stop watches, smart watches, or watches 

with alarms are not permitted in the testing area. 

 

We are unable to accept late applications or any walk-in candidates on the day of the scholarship exam. 

 

Awarding and Acceptance of Music Scholarship 

ACER examination results will be available online to parents on Thursday 6 April 2023. 

 

Following a review of the examination results, a shortlist of candidates will be invited to attend the College for 

an interview with the Senior leaders of the College. Successful candidates will then be notified in writing and 

given four weeks to indicate their acceptance, or otherwise, of the College’s offer. If acceptance is not received 

by this time, the College reserves the right to withdraw its offer. 



 

 

Candidates who have been unsuccessful will be notified at the earliest opportunity. 

 

Please note, the College’s determination in the matter of the awarding of Music Scholarships is final and no 

correspondence about this matter will be entered into. 

 

The College reserves the right to means test every applicant. 

 

Music scholars are required to undertake elective and Senior Music studies at the HSC level and be involved in 

musical activities in consultation with the Director of Music, up until the end of their studies at the College. 

 

  



 

Frequently Asked Questions and Answers 
Question 1: Does my son need to sit the ACER examination if he is applying for a Music Scholarship? 

Yes, candidates applying for a Music Scholarship are required to sit the ACER Scholarship 

examination. 

 

Question 2: If I am invited for an audition and interview, does this mean I will be awarded a Music Scholarship? 

Not necessarily, there will be a number of students who have been shortlisted and invited in for an audition 

and interview. 

 

Question 3: What financial support do the scholarships provide? 

Music Scholarships provide remission of music fees incurred and related to the learning of an instrument/s 

subject to approval from the Director of Music and may also attract full or partial remission of tuition fees. 

 

Question 4: Will a portfolio be required to outline my son’s ability and experience? 

Yes, please send this to the Director of Music by email at music@scots.college, or by post to the following 

address: 

 

The Scots College Music Department 

Locked Bag 5001 

Bellevue Hill NSW 2023 

 

Question 5: Why do I have to pay a $130 application fee? 

The $130 covers the ACER examination application fee and costs such as supervisors on the day of the exam. 

 

Question 6: By what means do we learn of our son’s success, or otherwise? 

By written letter. 

• Unsuccessful candidates will be notified by mail. 

• Shortlisted candidates will be invited in for interview. 

• Unsuccessful shortlisted candidates will be notified by mail. 

• Successful scholarship candidates will be made an offer by mail. 

 

Question 7: How can we best prepare for our son’s ACER examination? 

The ACER examination assesses acquired knowledge and intellectual ability. There is no short term process 

that can provide a recipe for success. Allowing your son to rest well prior to the test; providing encouragement 

and not ‘driving’ him in the hope of gaining good results; not overburdening him with unrealistic 



 

responsibilities and expectations; having him arrive on time at the College and equipped properly – all these 

will assist him. 

 

Question 8: How can we best prepare for our son’s Music audition? 

Again, there is no short term process that will provide guaranteed success. Allowing your son to rest well prior 

to his audition; providing encouragement; not overburdening him with unrealistic responsibilities and 

expectations; have him arrive on time at the College and equipped properly (for example, spare strings, reeds, 

pick, pencil etc.); and organise his repertoire as early as possible – these things will allow your son to be as 

prepared as possible. 

 

Question 9: Where is the College? 

The College is located on Victoria Road, Bellevue Hill, in Sydney’s Eastern Suburbs. The main entrance is the 

Phillip Mullens Memorial Gate, opposite the intersection of Ginahgulla Road with Victoria Road. Students 

should use the gates to the Centenary Centre, opposite 30A Victoria Road, on the day of the Music audition. 

 

Contact Details 
For all information regarding Music Scholarships please contact: 

 

Mr Paul Vickers 

Director of Music 

The Scots College 

Victoria Road, Bellevue Hill NSW 2023 

Phone: (02) 9391 7694 

Email: music@scots.college 

 


